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A WORD from THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Favorite 
things

DEAR READERS, This fall semester has been full of 
achievements, celebrations, and incredible learning 
experiences for students across LISD.  I’ve had the 
opportunity to visit many campuses and school events 
so far this year, one of my favorite things to do as 
Superintendent of this great district, and I could not be 
prouder of the amazing work happening in our schools. 

This fall I had the pleasure of attending all five of our 
homecoming celebrations and loved every minute of 
seeing our communities come together as ONE LISD 
to honor the past and present of each of our schools. 
We also recently celebrated Veterans Day with beautiful 
ceremonies across the district. You will see a few photos 
from these events in this issue of The Loop, and even 
more on our social media channels.

Also in this edition of The Loop you will read about 
a few incredible LISD art teachers who not only pour 
their passion into teaching students all about their 
craft, but continue creating works of art themselves 
to display throughout the district. We also catch up 
with Lewisville High School alum Bobby Karalla and 
learn about the career he has built for himself with 
the Dallas Mavericks.

It is hard to believe we are already saying 
goodbye to 2022. These years seem to be passing 
by quicker than ever, and while there are times 

I wish I could slow down time, I am excited 
to see what the future holds for the 
students, staff and families who call 
LISD home. As we close out the year, 
remember to Recognize SomeONE - a 
teacher, campus leader, campus support 
staff - who has made a positive impact on 
your student’s education this year. 

I hope you have a wonderful holiday 
season. Thank you for reading The Loop!

LORI RAPP, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Lewisville ISD
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FROM THE FIELD TO the stage and 
to the canvas, Lewisville ISD fine arts 
programs consistently put the talents of 
district students on full display. Behind 
the success of every musician, performer 
and artist are educators and mentors 
that guide each student to build on their 
chosen craft.

 Many of these teachers, particularly 
LISD art teachers, continue to hone 
their own skills and produce artwork, 
presenting an opportunity to not only 
practice what they teach, but to feed their 
passion for creativity.

 Recognizing the number of teachers 
that are currently active painters, sketch 
artists, sculptors and photographers, 
the LISD Fine Arts department recently 
added pieces created by educators into 
its rotating art gallery displayed in the 
LISD Administrative Center. Throughout 
the school year, the gallery features a 
rotating selection of works from each of 
the district’s five feeder patterns. And now 
during the summer, artwork that teachers 

Practice
what you
paint

LISD teachers use passion for art 
to inspire their students

By Nick Gravois

“Coming back here, the 
paradigm has totally shifted, 
and I really love that because 
I get to teach kids that have 
never had the opportunity to 
be a part of the art world.”

Amy Farrelly, LHS Harmon   
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Before teaching at Lewisville High School’s Harmon campus, Amy Farrelly spent 
14 years studying, training and teaching art in England. 
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ART IN PRACTICE

have produced during the year populates the space.
LISD’s coordinator of fine arts Michael Valentine, 

who spearheaded the initiative to highlight the work 
of district teachers, wanted to bring attention to the 
work that LISD staff were doing both in and out of 
the classroom.

For longtime educator Julie Murdock, the gallery 
exemplifies LISD’s recent push to further spotlight 
visual arts. Now in her 39th year of teaching, and 
28th at Marcus High School, Murdock has seen a 
noticeable shift in opportunities to display art at both 
the district and community levels.

 “[LISD] does a great job of supporting fine arts – 
and they’re doing a great job of supporting the visual 
arts portion,” said Murdock. 
“The towns themselves are also 
providing opportunities for 
students to show their art.”

 Despite having decades of 
experience as a painter and 
watercolor artist, Murdock 
prefers to look at art as a more 
personal experience, and one 
that she can use to better connect 
with her students.

 “I don’t want to pay money 
to display my art,” she explained 
with a grin, “I’m happy just doing 
it by myself. But I understand the 
struggles that the students go 
through. I understand how hard 
it is to start out [as an artist].”

 Shauna Brazell at Creek Valley 
Middle School echoed Murdock’s 
sentiments on understanding her 
student artist’s experience.

 “It really helps me empathize 
with the students’ process 
because as I’m sitting there, you 
know, creating or trying a new piece, I encounter all 
of the same obstacles and challenges as the kids,” she 
remarked. “I have all these years of experience, like 
‘this is a good way to sketch,’ or this is a good way to 
do thumbnails,’ and it’s like, I still struggle with those 
things.”

 Brazell, who has been practicing various forms of 
art since she could hold a pencil, prefers to take a 
less traditional approach to her artwork, which she 
says helps her bring fresh ideas and energy to her 
classroom.

 “I love experimenting with different media and 
techniques, and I just like making stuff! I’ll figure out 

how to do a new technique, or I’ll discover something 
and say ‘Hey kids, look at this, let’s experiment with 
this.’ It fuels the stuff that I do for me, and it fuels the 
stuff that I can do to get my kids engaged in class.”

Classroom engagement is everything to Flower 
Mound High School AP art teacher Nancy Lawrence. 
Growing up surrounded by San Antonio’s River 
Arts Group, which her grandmother was an original 
member of, Lawrence has firsthand knowledge of the 
teaching power of art in all of life’s pursuits.

“So much of what the corporate world wants 
today, even in math and science degrees, is they want 
problem solvers and they want critical thinkers and all 
these people that have artistic minds,” said Lawrence. 

“I really try to encourage them 
that just because you’re going to 
go study something else doesn’t 
mean that you can’t continue 
art, because it’s part of your 
soul, and it can be healing and 
it’s exploration and it’s all part of 
that creative thinking process.”

Lawrence is a current member 
of the Visual Art League of 
Lewisville and the Cross Timbers 
Art Guild, and praises these 
groups, along with LISD, in 
supporting the arts in schools 
and communities. She also 
credits them with helping to 
further her own talents, which in 
turn, she feels helps her to be a 
better educator.

“It’s really, really important 
that we are makers, and that 
we’re still making art and that 
we’re still, you know, that we 
can show [the students] and 
demonstrate the work.”

 At the elementary level, in her 23rd year at 
Morningside, Leigh Ann Richardson hopes to 
galvanize the same passion for art in her students 
that was instilled in her by a former educator. Even 
as a student at Texas State University, Richardson 
would travel back to visit with her teacher, using 
that relationship to inspire both her artwork and her 
curriculum.

 “Sure, I’m the art teacher, and I say ‘here is the 
assignment,’” she said, “but I also want to ask ‘what 
do you want to do with it?’ Today, we’re drawing 
apples, and yes, we’re all doing the same assignment, 
but I want them to pick and choose how and where 

Artwork by Morningside Elementary 
Teacher Leigh Ann Richardson
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ART IN PRACTICE

they want to draw it, because I don’t want all of the 
art in the hallways to be the same! It’s not exciting, 
and I want them to have interest in their art, and 
take ownership of their art and then they’ll be more 
proud of it.”

 At Lewisville High School’s Harmon campus, Amy 
Farrelly is using her experience as a professionally 
trained artist and photographer to push the envelope 
on what public art education can look like in LISD. 
After studying, training and teaching in England for 
14 years, publishing two books and exhibiting work 
across Europe, Farrelly and her family made the 
decision to return to Texas.

 “We missed our community,” explained Farrelly. “I 
wanted to be working with the kids here. They need 
the introduction to art. They’re amazing – they’re like 
sponges and it’s incredible.”

“In England, I was teaching Cambridge 
curriculum,” she continued. “I loved every minute of 
it, and it made me a better artist, but coming back 
here, the paradigm has totally shifted, and I really 
love that because I get to teach kids that have never 

Marcus High School Art Teacher Julie Murdock is in her 39th year of teaching, her 28th at MHS

Artwork by Flower Mound High School AP Art 
Teacher Nancy Lawrence
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ART IN PRACTICE

had the opportunity to be a part of the art world.”
Under the guidance of talented teachers and 

administrators, LISD fine and visual arts students 
have thrived. Students currently have opportunities to 
have their work featured through community outlets, 
such as the Lewisville Grand Theater and LISDAC 
galleries, as well as in competitive environments like 
the National PTA’s Reflections Contest, the TAEA’s 
Visual Arts Scholastic Event and the annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Art and Essay contest.

For many LISD art teachers, having their works 
featured in the same gallery spaces that often spotlight 
their students’ artwork is considered the highest of 
honors. As the district continues to invest and excel 
in fine arts, the pride that educators are putting into 
their work inside and out of the classroom paints a 
picture of ongoing excellence.

Artwork by Marcus High School Art Teacher 
Julie Murdock

 Artwork by Creek Valley Middle School 
Art Teacher Shauna Brazell

Artwork by Lewisville High School Harmon 
Art Teacher Amy Farrelly
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NOW MORE THAN EVER, we are committed to bringing our 
LISD community together. One of the ways we do so is by giving 
back through multiple volunteer opportunities throughout the 
year. The results are two-fold; bringing our students, staff and 
community together by engaging in a common goal and helping 
the members of our LISD family that need an extra hand. 

The extra financial pressure during the holiday season is 
something that our Community Engagement team seeks to 
address though multiple donation opportunities. With our 
Snack Drive, Stuff the Pantry Food Drive and Adopt an Angel 
Program we hope to ease the burden on families across the 
district. Easing this burden helps them to focus on what matters 
most, creating holiday memories together.

Keep reading to learn more about these programs, and for 
how to get involved throughout the remainder of the year. 

Snack Drive 
In September, our LISD community participated in a Snack 

Drive at TECC East and Marcus HS. The community was met 
with smiling volunteers when they brought in their healthy, 
protein-rich snacks to donate. “We were able to provide snacks 
to counselors to help feed kids and improve their cognitive 
functioning, concentration and energy at school,” explained 
Elementary School Social Worker McKyna Howze. “Snacks help 
make kids feel safe and help them move forward through the 
day for sure. We could not have done this without the help from 
LISD spreading the flier, and our community for taking time to 
get snacks and drop them off to us!” 

LHS students wrap Adopt an Angel gifts during the 2022-23 school year.     
 

Season
of giving
back

By Delaney Nicodemus

How LISD is supporting
our community during 
the holiday season

COMMUNITY 
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Stuff the Pantry
Every LISD campus participated in the Stuff the 

Pantry Food Drive in October. This drive was designed 
to provide food for families in need, specifically at 
the start of the holiday season. Each piece of food 
donated was worth a certain point value, and the 
campus and classroom with the most points received 
special surprises. The majority of food is donated to 
Child Care Assistance, or CCA, a child care subsidy 
program which provides qualified families with child 
care scholarships to offset the high cost of child care. 
Donations from LISD Stuff the Pantry Food Drive 
provide meals for roughly 750 families around the 
DFW metroplex. 

Adopt an Angel 
Since 2002, The Lewisville High School Student 

Council has organized the LISD Adopt an Angel Gift 
Program. The gift donation campaign was created to 
provide a wonderful holiday experience for students in 
need across district schools. Angels are nominated by 
LISD school counselors and Communities In Schools 
of North Texas social workers, who compile a list of 
each child’s “needs” and “wants.” LHS students and 
staff invite community members and other student 
leaders from LISD high schools to participate in 
wrapping the presents.

“Our students can’t wait to help with this program,” 
said LHS Student Council and LISD Adopt an Angel 
Facilitator Allison Stamey. “Every year they look 
forward to the shopping and gift wrapping. They see 
the whole process from beginning to end, and it has 
truly changed the hearts of these students. It makes 
the holidays special knowing the happiness we’re 
providing.” 

During the remainder of the year, our district hosts 
additional food and supply drives to support families. 
Our staff also comes together to support those in 
need through both the United Way campaign and 

Lewisville ISD Education Foundation Employee Giving 
Campaign.

All of these opportunities, including the district’s 
spring snack and food drives, are summarized on our 
new LISD.net/givesback page, your one-stop-shop for 
giving back to the LISD community. As a reminder, 
we are always in need of support beyond material 
goods. We encourage you to sign up for VOLY, our 
volunteer management system, which will inform you 
of opportunities to volunteer your time. 

This holiday season, we want to thank all of you 
who have participated in our many community 
engagement opportunities. We are proud to be a part 
of the LISD family alongside you! 

“Every year they look forward to the shopping and gift wrapping. They see the 
whole process from beginning to end, and it has truly changed the hearts of 
these students.” Allison Stamey, Lewisville High School

Lewisville High School students have been organizing 
LISD’s Adopt an Angel Gift Program since 2002.  
   

COMMUNITY 
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2022 HOMECOMING 
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COMMUNITY 

On Friday, November 11, campuses across the district honored veterans 
throughout the community with celebrations, performances, and special 
gatherings as a way to say thank you for their service to our country.

Veterans Day
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Oh! For 
the love of 

Legos
Students learn to build code

using Lego Education

By Nick Gravois

Since 2017, LISD students 
have used Lego Education Kits 
to hone their STEM skills. 
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IN LEWISVILLE ISD, a new way to teach 
coding is coming together piece by piece. The 
LISD Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) department has teamed 
up with Lego to provide the ubiquitous building 
block company’s Lego Education kits to campuses 
across the district.

The partnership began in 2017 with the goal 
of providing an engaging, hands-on experience 
that could bolster the district’s growing STEM 
curriculum. The kits, purchased through Title 
IV grant funds, implement Lego’s full range of 
education platforms, including its most recent 
releases: the Mindstorms EV3 and the SPIKE 
Prime. Teachers were trained on these platforms 
over the course of three summers by TCEA 
Executive Director of Professional Learning and 
Lego Ambassador Peggy Reimers.

Creating and integrating the Lego Education 
curriculum into LISD’s existing structures has 
been a significant undertaking by district STEM 
administrators, who began building the program 
up from the studs in 2017. Kimberly Warr, 
Elementary STEM Administrator, described the 
process.

“We started by developing local learning 
standards to focus on the skills that we wanted 
our students to build. We gathered classroom 
teachers as a group of curriculum writers and 
began conceptualizing technology applications.”

These applications included encouraging 
students to explore simple programming 
languages, to build, test and evaluate robot design, 
and to modify designs to respond to changes in 
specifications.

“Once we had the learning standards identified,” 
Warr continued, “we moved into purchasing 
the Lego materials. Lego Education has a great 
foundation of units and lesson plans so we were 
able to develop that even further.”

Warr and the LISD STEM team then created 
the supplemental materials for classes to use, 
including sorting mats, slideshows, and challenge 
cards to guide teachers and students in unlocking 
the full potential of the kits.

Since beginning the program in 2017, LISD’s 
Lego Education programs have continued to 
evolve and grow. The kits were initially used in 
STEM academy classrooms, but as LISD has 
acquired new products, the initial kits have been 
re-allocated to additional campuses.

 In 2021, Lego rolled out an updated kit, the 
SPIKE Prime, that saw significant upgrades to its 

app-based coding software. This software gives 
students the opportunity to build Python code in 
an interface that consists of colorful “blocks” of 
code that closely resemble Lego bricks.

“The SPIKE Primes are more student-friendly 
with drag and drop block coding that mimic 
programs students are already familiar with,” 
explained Donald Elementary’s Tina Ianni. “Also, 
Lego has provided more teacher support with fun, 
engaging lessons and challenges.”

 Jozi Kettle, who teaches computer science at 
the Polser STEM Academy, further described how 
the upgraded kits better facilitate learning.

“The newest SPIKE Prime kits have lots of 
improvements,  whether it be the kit compartments, 
the type of parts and the programming language 
itself. Lego has introduced new bricks that are 
designed to help building challenges as new bricks 
can be more easily manipulated or placed to fit in 
tight places.”

Kettle has been working with the Lego 
Education program for nearly a decade, and 
currently oversees Polser’s Robotics Club, which 
grants students more time and freedom to explore 
the full potential of the kits.

“In Robotics Club, we build Lego machines 
and then code them,” explained Polser fifth-grader 
Hudson. “Either we show others our builds, or we 
have challenges with our builds, or we code our 
own games. We use coding blocks and a software 

F R O N T L I N E S E D U C AT I O N  A D V A N C E S 

Lego’s 2021 kit, SPIKE Prime, made it easier for 
students to build Python coding. 
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called Tynker to do our coding.”
“Our builds contain multiple components, 

including push sensors, wires and Legos. It took 
me two days to build,” said fifth-grader Grayson, 
proudly displaying his creation.

 Hilary Shouse, STEM Specialist at Indian Creek 
Elementary, has been using Lego Education kits 
in her classes since they were introduced to the 
district, and has found them to be instrumental in 
her instruction.

“I believe that this type of hands-on learning 
really helps students learn to cooperate, plan, and 
be resilient when facing problems,” said Shouse. 
“They can see how being intentional with coding 
the robot makes it do the commands they want. 
When it is not coded correctly, they have to 
problem solve to get it to do what they want.”

Shouse also believes that STEM education 
through the use of the Lego kits can help students 
find success in areas they may have previously 
struggled in.

“I also see students of all backgrounds and 
learning styles succeed. Maybe success and self-
esteem are its greatest impacts. I encourage 
students to embrace a failed project or something 
that doesn’t work. STEM allows for failure and 

learning from it. It is a great gift to be able to allow 
for this in a safe and encouraging environment. I 
have seen students who struggle academically or 
behaviorally THRIVE doing STEM projects.”

Warr and district STEM administrators have 
also seen the impact that using these kits can 
have on the overall education of students, even 
outside of designated STEM programs. Not only 
are the kits now available for use in all of LISD’s 
elementary schools, Warr recently assisted district 
ESL specialists to develop an after-school robotics 
program designed to service emergent bilingual 
students.   

With so many classrooms now using the Lego 
Education kits in their lesson plans, Warr and 
the LISD STEM have had to adjust how they 
purchase, sort and distribute them to campuses. 
Warr credits Melissa Wright, STEM Administrative 
Assistant, for the tremendous task of ordering, 
unpacking, sorting, labeling and programming 
each kit’s Smart Hub. Once that work is done, 
the kits are packed into containers by grade level 
and brought to each campus. During the summer, 
Warr recruits high school students from each 
LISD feeder pattern to help sort and re-inventory 
the kits to get them ready for the following year.

“[This new system] is working out great,” said 
Warr. “It ensures that teachers and students have 
more time in programming and building rather 
than searching for pieces!”

Warr and campus STEM teachers are in 
agreement that the time and financial investment 
into both the Lego Education and LISD STEM 
programs are key components into the district’s 
goal of preparing future-ready students.

“I honestly believe students get so much out 
of building robots and programming,” said Kettle. 
“It really builds their stamina, problem solving, 
troubleshooting and creative thinking.”

“What I love the most is watching students 
light up when something they have programmed 
is successful,” expressed Shouse.

For Ianni, it all comes down to providing 
opportunities for her students to enjoy learning.

“Students are successful when they’re having 
fun. I’ve already had students come back and tell 
me they plan to continue their education in one 
of the STEM fields because of what they learned 
at Donald. For me, that’s priceless!”

With the combined creativity of Lego and 
LISD’s staff and students, there is no limit to the 
success that can be built in Lewisville ISD.

F R O N T L I N E S E D U C AT I O N  A D V A N C E S 

Students build their machinery with wires, push sensors 
and of course, Lego blocks.
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END NOTE 

IT’S 4:30 P.M. ON A THURSDAY at the start 
of November, less than 24 hours after the Dallas 
Mavericks defeated the Utah Jazz the night before, and 
Bobby Karalla is back in Studio 41 at the Mavericks 
practice facility sitting behind the microphone getting 
ready to record another video for the team’s website 
where he breaks down the victory for thousands of 
diehard basketball fans.

 Karalla, a 2009 Lewisville High School graduate, is 
the Digital Content Manager for the Mavericks and 
has become a must follow for Mavs fans on multiple 
online platforms. Whether it’s streaming his Numbers 
on the Boards podcast on Twitch, breaking down 
plays on the Mavs’ YouTube channel with The Film 
Room, or providing engaging tweets every game to his 
23,000-plus Twitter followers (@bobbykaralla), he is 
constantly giving Mavs fans plenty of content to stay 
up-to-date with their favorite team. During the season, 
Karalla provides 10 hours’ worth of video and audio 
content a week.

 “We are putting out videos and content every day,” 
Karalla said. “This job is fun and it’s always something 
different. All that matters is making sure the people 
that are watching the Mavs are enjoying it. This job 
is about entertainment. I can’t imagine another job 
that’s more fun with a combination of sports and 
working in the studio trying new things and making 
content.”

 Growing up in Lewisville, Karalla always had a 
passion for sports – especially the hometown Dallas 
Mavericks. He attended Lewisville ISD schools all 
throughout his education that began at Degan 
Elementary and Huffines Middle School before he 
made his way to Lewisville High School. Karalla knew 
in middle school that he wanted to be a sports writer 

By Ryan Cox

and involved in sports in some way.
 “I always knew I wanted to be a sports writer 

because I love to write and I thought about how I can 
be involved with the game without playing,” Karalla 
said. “I grew up watching ESPN and sports talk shows 
with my dad and I said I can do what they do. Little 
did I know I wouldn’t be writing, but on camera. I 
started practicing and used my Xanga as a sports blog 
where I would write season previews and on Myspace, 
I’d write big long notes about sports. I was constantly 
practicing.”

 With all the writing practice Karalla would do in 
his youth to reach his dream of being a sports writer, 
one would think English was his best subject in high 
school. But if you’re familiar with Karalla’s work, he 
loves to talk about basketball stats, numbers and 
trends in his videos and tweets. Although math and 
numbers might be a focus for him now, it wasn’t 
always the case for Karalla in school.

 Karalla was an excellent student at LHS, taking 
honors courses and involved in gifted and talented 
classes each year. But somewhere along the way 
towards the end of his junior year, he caught an early 
case of senioritis, as most students tend to do as their 
focus drifts towards summer break.

 As his grades began to slip in precalculus, Karalla 
needed a wakeup call. The wakeup call he got from his 
teacher, Teresa Chiles, still sticks with him to this day 
and he believes was the turning point for his career.

 “I was failing Mrs. Chiles’ class 95 percent of the 
way through the semester,” Karalla said. “My junior 
year was really hard for me and I was so checked out 
at the end of the year. Without telling me, Mrs. Chiles 
called my parents and told them, ‘Bobby should not 
be failing my class.’ My parents gave me a talking to 
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“I always knew 
I wanted to be 
a sports writer 
because I love to 
write and I thought 
about how I can 
be involved with 
the game without 
playing.” 

Bobby Karalla, Dallas Mavericks
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and I went to Mrs. Chiles the next day and asked what 
can I do to fix this?

 “I came in early before school every day for two 
or three weeks to make up all my tests, quizzes and 
homework that I skipped or failed. It made me re-
learn all the course work and study hard, so for the 
rest of the semester I was acing all the assignments. 
That all happened right before the SAT, so because 
she put me through this ‘precalculus boot camp,’ I 
became really good at math and took the SAT and got 
a 750 on the math part. I ended up getting a full ride 
to college because of my SAT. Mrs. Chiles could’ve just 
said ‘you don’t care about my class and you never gave 
me a chance so why should I give you a chance?’ But 
she must have felt like it was her teacher calling to give 
me another chance to prove myself and it ended up 
changing my whole life because of her. She’s amazing 
and I can’t thank her enough.”

 When told about the influence she made on 
Karalla’s life and where he’s at now, Mrs. Chiles was 
blown away with emotions but said the ability was 
always there for him. He just needed that reminder.

 “I don’t like watching a student have potential 
go to waste,” Chiles said. “Bobby proved in the first 
semester that he could handle the math and he didn’t 
need me to force him to do the work. He put in the 
hard work and it paid off. In a big way. I am so excited 
for him and his success.”

 After graduating from UT Dallas with a degree in 
Communications and Media Studies where he was 
Editor-in-Chief for the student newspaper, The UTD 
Mercury, Karalla went on to intern for D Magazine. It 
just so happened that one of his first assignments was 
covering a Mavs community event. The Mavs liked 
what Karalla had written and how he covered it, so 
they offered him an internship to write for Mavs.com. 
“I was very lucky,” a grinning Karalla said.

 Now going on seven years with the team, Karalla 
began working for the Mavs full-time in 2015. His 
job changes every year, thanks to working for a tech-
savvy and innovative owner like Mark Cuban that’s 
always challenging Karalla and his colleagues to try 
new things.

 “When I got hired, it was only to write for the team 
website, Mavs.com. At the time, we were the only 
team that had a writer on staff – no other NBA team 
produced their own content. I came along and started 
doing stat-focused articles – real nerd type stuff. 
After a while we started to notice that people aren’t 
reading articles, they want to watch videos or listen to 

podcasts, because this is sports and they want to see 
or hear the content. We started focusing on podcasts 
and live streaming.

 “[Mark] Cuban definitely encourages us to create 
content like that all of the time. He’s always thinking 
of the next big thing. Now that we have been doing 
this for a year, he’s probably bored of it and thinking 
of what we can do next. It kind of makes it a challenge 
to keep up with his mind but also at the same time 
we are the only team in the NBA that does any live 
streaming and in-house podcasts, so we have a lot 
of freedom from him to experiment and tinker with 
content. So that’s a huge advantage having someone 
like Mark giving us the green light.”

 Being on camera and behind a microphone wasn’t 
natural at first to Karalla, but it’s something he’s gotten 
used to and excels at now. He credits the transition 
from being a sports writer to an on-camera basketball 
analyst and show host to his mentor and Numbers on 
the Board podcast co-host Jeff “Skin” Wade.

 “Skin is my mentor. He’s taught me as much as 
anyone in this industry. In a few years, there’s going 
to be the next line of kids that come along and it’s 
going to be up to me [and other media members] to 
let them in and mentor them like Skin and other guys 
have for me.”

 Skin saw ability in Karalla early on and they have 
become a dynamic duo for Mavs fans ever since they 
teamed up on Numbers of the Boards.

“I’m older than Bobby and I’ve been through similar 
things, so I kind of knew what I felt like I would have 
needed at his age. I just helped provide those things 
to where it was encouraging and supportive, but also 
let him go get it on his own,” said Skin, who also 
started his 14th season as an analyst on the Mavericks 
television broadcast.

“Bobby is a real easy guy to want to work with 
because of his enthusiasm, knowledge and passion 
for basketball,” Skin added. “Most people that listen 
to Bobby are going to get some sort of element that 
they haven’t considered yet because he’s put in the 
additional work. I can tell you that other people notice 
it, too. How Bobby carries himself and does the quality 
of work that he does, other people that are in this 
business notice it and I think that’s fantastic.”

Not only is Karalla learning things from Skin, but 
also having players and coaches to pick their brains 
and change the way he views and covers the sport has 
helped him grow professionally. Who better to learn 
the game from than one of the sports all-time greats 
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in Dirk Nowitzki. Karalla remembers the first time he 
interviewed the Mavs legend, even though Dirk may 
not have remembered him right away.

 “When I first interviewed Dirk, it was 100 percent 
that ‘I’ve made it moment’. But he misunderstood 
me when I introduced myself the first time as Bobby 
and he thought I said my name was Robby, so Dirk 
called me Robby for a while,” Karalla said with a smile. 
“But he’s Dirk, he can call me whatever he wants.”

 Earlier this year, Cuban made a surprise 
appearance at Karalla’s alma mater to visit with LHS 
entrepreneurial students in the INCubator program. 
Although Karalla didn’t get to attend with Cuban to 
return back to his old stomping grounds, he knows 
the students got to experience something unique.

 “I thought it was great and so cool to see Mark 
[Cuban] at my old high school. I don’t think Mark 
or the Mavs have ever done anything at LHS before 
or even in LISD outside of a pep rally event. The kids 
must have been in awe.”

 Had Karalla been in attendance, he would have 
given some of his own advice to the students that 
were interested in a sports media career like himself.

 “Practice makes perfect. Do something every day 
that will make you better. Every assignment I had, I 
always tried to put a sports spin on it to tie it back 
to what I wanted to do. Whatever you’re passionate 
about, whether it’s sports, music, politics, there’s 
always ways to turn those assignments into practice 
for what you want to do.”

 All that practice has led Karalla to his dream job 
with the Dallas Mavericks. After he wrapped up his 
video podcast that night, Karalla had to get ready for 
the Mavs game the next night. He has more content 
to produce.

The Loop is a quarterly magazine from the Lewisville 
Independent School District, showcasing the latest 
stories, photographs and achievements throughout 
Lewisville ISD schools.              www.lisd.net/theloop
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