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INTRODUCTION 
Middle School is an opportune time to begin more rigorous course work. Students will also have an 
opportunity to explore a variety of enrichment classes that could lead to possible career paths in the near 
future.  As you go through the selection process, consider taking classes that will challenge you to be a 
learner as well as help you learn life skills you will use when you are in high school and postsecondary.  This 
planning guide is for you to plan the next three years in middle school AND to see what lies ahead for high 
school.   

Due to different needs and staff availability, there may be some courses that are not offered on every middle 
school campus.  The counselors on your middle school campus will provide this information to you when you 
go through the enrollment process.   

While in middle school you will also have the opportunity to take some high school level classes that are 
awarded high school credit.  This will allow you to have more flexibility in your high school schedule and may 
give you a chance to take more courses that are related to your future career path.  Lewisville ISD offers 
many ways for you to be prepared for a productive, successful adult life. 

Included in this guide is a High School Supplement with information relevant to high school offerings on the 
middle school campus and important information that may impact courses you choose in middle school.  It is 
also helpful to see how credit is awarded in high school and how grades are used to calculate grade point 
averages.  All of the information provided is to assist you in setting goals for your future. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
PROMOTION STANDARDS 
 
In grades 6–8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 70 on a scale of 100 
based on course-level standards (essential knowledge and skills) for all subject areas, a grade of 70 or above 
in mathematics and in language arts, and a grade of 70 or above in either social studies or science. Board 
Policy EIE Local. 
REQUIRED COURSES 
All students are required to complete courses in the following areas each year in middle school:  Language 
Arts (English and Reading), Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Physical Education/Athletics. Students 
are also required to take select elective courses as outlined by individual campuses. 
 
Students are also required to take a specific number of elective courses as outlined by individual campuses, 
which must include one year of Fine Arts during grades 6, 7 or 8. See the Fine Art section of this document to 
determine which courses meet this requirement. 
ELECTIVE COURSES 
All electives may not be available at all campuses.  Course offerings may vary from campus to campus based 
on faculty certification and student course requests. Grade level requirements may vary based on campus-
based decisions.   
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSES OFFERED AT MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Lewisville ISD offers some courses at middle school for high school credit. All courses that meet 
these requirements will have the amount of “credit” entered in the title and will have a statement 
at the end of the course description. To receive credit for courses taken at the middle school 
campus level, a student must receive credit for the entire course.  A student may grade average for 
full credit IF one of the following standards is met:   

• The student passes both semesters of the course with a 70 or above in each semester 
• The student fails the first semester of the course but has a sufficient score on the second 

semester resulting in a grade of “70” or higher when averaged with the first semester 
• The student passes the first semester and scores between 65 – 69 on the second semester. 

If the two semester grades averaged together result in a grade of “70” or higher, the 
student will receive full credit for the course. If the student does not receive full credit in 
the course, the student must repeat the entire course. Half credits will not be awarded for 
full credit high school courses taken in middle school.  

 
Students are not allowed to average the following for full credit: 

·  Summer school grades with grades earned during the school year  
·  Virtual learning courses with grades earned during the school year 
·  CBE grades for semester A and B with each other; OR summer school grades for 

semesters A & B with each other; OR virtual learning course grades for semesters A & B 
with each other; OR any combination of those listed in this bullet (ex. virtual learning 
with CBE) 

 
If a student does not complete the entire course, the high school transcript will reflect the semester 
grade in the course with zero credit awarded.  
 
All high school courses WILL appear on the high school transcript but will not count in GPA with the 
exception of AP Spanish IV. AP Spanish IV will count in GPA.  Students must also meet mandatory 
attendance requirements to earn high school course credits. See campus handbook for attendance 
requirements. 
 
Note:  High school course offerings at the middle school level may vary from campus-to-campus 

based on campus faculty certification and student requests.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION (AVID) 
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is a college readiness 
system for elementary through higher education that is designed to increase 
school-wide learning and performance.  The AVID College Readiness System 
(ACRS) accelerates student learning, uses research-based methods of effective 

instruction, provides meaningful and motivational professional learning, and acts as a catalyst for 
systemic reform and change.   
The AVID Curriculum is based on rigorous standards, Socratic seminars, writing skills, inquiry, 
collaboration, organization, and critical reading.  The students actively engage in college awareness 
activities and receive strong support to access rigorous curriculum in the other core content areas, 
using the curricular resources to aid in their success. Students who wish to apply to the AVID 
program should ask their counselor for the forms outlining the process to join this academic elective 
course.  The AVID program is not offered at all campuses.  Please check with your counselor to find 
out if your school has this program.  Acceptance is contingent upon parent approval.   
 
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 
The district provides a several course options designed to meet the needs 
of students participating in the English as a Second Language (ESL) program 
in accordance with the TEKS and the English Language Proficiency 
Standards set forth by the state. Instruction in the ESL English courses is 
communicated, sequenced, and scaffolded in response to the needs of 

beginning and intermediate English learners and focuses on effective communication skills and 
fluency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Students may also receive ESL services through 
general education, special education, or PreAP classes by sheltered instruction trained and/or ESL-
certified teachers. 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
The mission of the Special Education Department is to prepare socially 
aware, productive individuals. Our dedicated and knowledgeable staff will 
teach a diverse, relevant, and comprehensive curriculum in a supportive 
environment which challenges all students and promotes learning. 
 Special Education personnel in LISD should strive to provide a 
seamless service delivery system where all disciplines are aligned and 

working together to meet the needs of children in a collaborative manner that empowers and 
nurtures all those involved.  
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PRE-ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
According to the College Board, Pre-AP® is based on the following two important premises. The first 
is the expectation that all students can perform well at rigorous academic levels. This expectation is 
reflected in LISD curriculum and instruction throughout the district. All students are consistently 
being challenged to expand their knowledge and skills to the next level.  Pre-AP teaching strategies 
are reflected in all courses taken by students prior to their enrollment in Advanced Placement (AP®) 
courses.  
 
The second important premise of Pre-AP® is the belief that we can prepare every student for higher 
intellectual engagement by starting the development of skills and acquisition of knowledge as early 
as possible. LISD offers PreAP® courses at the middle school level to provide a variety of 
opportunities for students to explore and prepare the full diversity of a school's student population 
for AP courses and college.  
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STATE ASSESSMENTS 
 
 
Required Middle School School STAAR TM Tests: 

• Grade 6 – Reading, Mathematics 
• Grade 7 – Reading, Mathematics, Writing 
• Grade 8 – Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies  

 
STAARTM and High School Level Courses taken in Middle School (e.g. Algebra 1) 
 
Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, middle school students enrolled in high school level 
courses will be required to take the corresponding end-of-course (EOC) assessment.  
 
STAARTM and Student Performance 
There will be two cut scores, which will identify three performance categories. For the general 
STAARTM assessments the labels for the performance categories are  

• Level III: Advanced Academic Performance  
• Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance  
• Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance  

 
STAARTM and Grade Level Promotion 
Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, the STAAR tests will affect grade promotion the same way 
as in previous years. See Student Success Initiative below.  
 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ 
Note:   Information is current as of printing. The Texas Commissioner of Education could make a 
ruling on several of the above areas, and those rulings his answers could take effect immediately. 

STUDENT SUCCESS INITIATIVE 
The Student Success Initiative was created by the Texas Legislature to ensure that all students 
receive the instruction and support they need to be successful in reading and mathematics. 
 
Under the Student Success Initiative grade advancement requirements, students are required to 
meet the passing standard on the Grade 5 or 8 STAAR reading and mathematics tests to be 
promoted to 6th or 9th grade. The requirements also apply to students served by special education. 
 
Students have three opportunities to meet their testing requirements for their grade level and will 
receive additional instruction after each testing opportunity on which they do not meet the standard. 
A grade placement committee, consisting of the principal, teacher, and parent or guardian, meets 
when a student has not met the passing standard after two testing opportunities and decides the 
most effective way to support a student’s academic success. A student who does not meet the 
passing standard after three testing opportunities is automatically retained; however, if the parents 
appeal the retention, the grade placement committee may choose to promote the student if all 
members agree that the student is likely to perform on grade level with additional instruction.  
 
In addition, the exit-level graduation requirement currently states that students must pass the five 
STAAR EOC tests (Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II and U.S. History) in order to graduate. 
  



Middle School Course Description Guide 
2017-2018 

7 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
The purpose of the English Language Arts (ELA) program is to develop students’ 
literacy levels to ensure college and career readiness.   Student-focused, the ELA 
program emphasizes critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. 
The courses in English Language Arts combine these processes through a heavy 

emphasis on reading and writing to ensure that students have the best preparation to 
succeed in everything they will do in their literate lives. 

COURSE & RECOMMENDATION DESCRIPTION 
6TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS 
16100000 

RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 5 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

In 6th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading.  Pre-Advanced 
Placement refers to attitudes and strategies, and prepares students 
to be successful in the eventual critical thinking and writing skills 
that Advanced Placement courses in English in high school will 
require; it does not define the particular works to be studied, nor 
does it simply refer to amounts of work outside the school day.  
Students enrolled in 6th Grade Pre-AP Language Arts will study the 
same skills and concepts in the regular 6th grade ELA course. 

6TH GRADE PRE-AP LANGUAGE 
ARTS 
16100021 

RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 5 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

In 6th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading.  

6TH GRADE G/T LEAP PRE-AP 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
16100016 

REQUIREMENT: STUDENT QUALIFIES 
FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
SERVICES 

Taught by GT certified and Pre-AP trained teachers, 6th grade Gifted and 
Talented (G/T) services will be delivered via a thematically organized 
language arts curriculum. G/T students will seek out challenges to 
discover, develop and leverage capacity by making deep connections, 
developing social conscience and effectively collaborating and 
communicating with others. Such capacities will be purposefully 
developed as students explore a variety of genres and increasingly 
complex texts while producing products that demonstrate understanding 
and competence in communication skills needed to navigate the 21st-
century learning, leading and creating environments. 

7TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS 
17100000 

RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 6 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

In 7th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading. 
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7TH GRADE PRE-AP LANGUAGE 
ARTS 
17100021 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 6 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

In 7th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading. Pre-Advanced 
Placement refers to attitudes and strategies, and prepares students 
to be successful in the eventual critical thinking and writing skills 
that Advanced Placement courses in English in high school will 
require; it does not define the particular works to be studied, nor 
does it simply refer to amounts of work outside the school day.  
Students enrolled in 7th Grade Pre-AP Language Arts will study the 
same skills and concepts in the regular 7th grade ELA course. 

7TH GRADE G/T LEAP 
17100016 
 
REQUIREMENT: STUDENT QUALIFIES 
FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
SERVICES  
 

Taught by GT certified and Pre-AP trained teachers, 7th grade Gifted and 
Talented (G/T) services will be delivered via a thematically organized 
language arts curriculum. G/T students will seek out challenges to 
discover, develop and leverage capacity by making deep connections, 
developing social conscience and effectively collaborating and 
communicating with others. Such capacities will be purposefully 
developed as students explore a variety of genres and increasingly 
complex texts while producing products that demonstrate understanding 
and competence in communication skills needed to navigate the 21st-
century learning, leading and creating environments.  

8TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS 
17100000 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 7 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

In 8th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading. 

8TH GRADE PRE-AP LANGUAGE 
ARTS 
18100000 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 7 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

In 8th grade English Language Arts, students will continue honing their 
communication skills in reading, writing, and speaking while building a 
strong literacy base for high school.  Students will read, write, and study 
increasingly complex texts in various genres (fiction, poetry, drama, and 
non-fiction) while still having frequent opportunities for self-selected texts 
that build fluency and personal enjoyment for reading. Pre-Advanced 
Placement refers to attitudes and strategies, and prepares students 
to be successful in the eventual critical thinking and writing skills 
that Advanced Placement courses in English in high school will 
require; it does not define the particular works to be studied, nor 
does it simply refer to amounts of work outside the school day.  
Students enrolled in 8th Grade Pre-AP Language Arts will study the 
same skills and concepts in the regular 8th grade ELA course. 

8TH GRADE G/T LEAP PRE-AP 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
18100016 
 
REQUIREMENT: STUDENT QUALIFIES 
FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
SERVICES 
 

Taught by GT certified and Pre-AP trained teachers, 8th grade Gifted and 
Talented (G/T) services will be delivered via a thematically organized 
language arts curriculum. G/T students will seek out challenges to 
discover, develop and leverage capacity by making deep connections, 
developing social conscience and effectively collaborating and 
communicating with others. Such capacities will be purposefully 
developed as students explore a variety of genres and increasingly 
complex texts while producing products that demonstrate understanding 
and competence in communication skills needed to navigate the 21st-
century learning, leading and creating environments.  
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MATHEMATICS 
The LISD Mathematics program is designed to prepare students to be critical thinkers who are 
able to analyze situations and solve problems in meaningful contexts.  In concurrence with the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), we expect our students to communicate using 
the language of mathematics, make connections within and outside of mathematics, and 
reason both formally and informally.  The courses in Mathematics combine these processes 
together with graphing technology and other mathematical tools such as manipulative 
materials to develop conceptual understanding and solve problems as they do mathematics. 
COURSE & 

RECOMMENDATION 
DESCRIPTION 

6TH GRADE MATH 
26200021  
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 

The primary focal points at Grade 6 are using ratios to describe direct 
proportional relationships involving number, geometry, measurement, 
probability, and adding and subtracting decimals and fractions.  

6TH GRADE PRE-AP MATH  
26200021 
 
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
 

This Pre-AP course covers all of the Grade 6 and the majority of Grade 7 state 
standards (TEKS). The curriculum combines the concepts of these two grade 
levels into an integrated approach rather than teaching the grade level 
concepts in isolation. Students enrolling in this course should consider mastery 
of all Grade 5 TEKS as a foundation upon which this course will build. Middle 
School Pre-AP math courses accelerate learning to allow students to complete 
Algebra I by their 8th grade year. This course moves at a faster pace and is 
designed to provide critical thinking and processing skills necessary to be 
successful in Advanced Placement math courses in high school. Students in 
this course will take the Grade 6 STAAR at the end of the year.  

7TH GRADE MATH  
27200000 
 
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 

The primary focal points at Grade 7 are using direct proportional relationships 
in number, geometry, measurement, and probability; applying addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division of decimals, fractions, and integers; 
and using statistical measures to describe data 

7TH GRADE PRE-AP MATH 
27200021   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 6TH 
GRADE PRE-AP MATH 
 

This Pre-AP course covers a portion of Grade 7 and all of Grade 8 state 
standards (TEKS).  The curriculum combines the concepts of these two grade 
levels into an integrated approach rather than teaching the grade level 
concepts in osolation.  Students enrolling in this course should consider 
mastery of all Grade 6 TEKS and the majority of Grade 7 TEKS as a 
foundation upon which this course will build.  Middle school Pre-AP math 
courses accelerate learning to allow students to complete Algebra I Pre-AP by 
the end of their 8th grade year.  The course moves at a faster pace and is 
designed to provide critical thinking and processing skills necessary to be 
successful in Advanced Placement math courses in high school.  Students in 
this course will take the Grade 8 STAAR at the end of the year. 

8TH GRADE MATH 
28200000 
 
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
 

The primary focal points at Grade 8 are using basic principles of algebra to 
analyze and represent both proportional and non-proportional linear 
relationships and using probability to describe data and make predictions.  
 

8TH GRADE PRE-AP  
ALGEBRA I 
28200000   
 
PREREQUISITE: 7TH GRADE 
PRE-AP MATH OR 8TH GRADE 
MATHEMATICS/EQUIVALENT  
 

This high school level Pre-AP course is a study of linear equations and 
inequalities with an introduction to quadratic functions, inverse variation and 
exponential growth. Students enrolling in this course should consider mastery 
of all Grade 8 TEKS as a foundation upon which this course will build. The 
course is designed to provide critical thinking and processing skills necessary 
to be successful in Advanced Placement math courses in high school. 
Students in this course will take the Algebra I End-of-Course exam at the end 
of the year. Upon successful completion of this course, students will earn one 
high school math credit.  Students are encouraged to have a graphing 
calculator.  
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SCIENCE 
The purpose of the LISD Science program is to prepare students for their future by helping 
them to become scientifically literate adults. People who are scientifically literate understand 
core science concepts, use scientific reasoning, and recognize the interactions between 
science, technology, and society. A quality science education teaches students to raise 
questions, persevere in search of answers, and reason logically. The courses in science will 
help accomplish this goal. 
 

COURSE & RECOMMENDATION DESCRIPTION 

36300000 6TH GRADE SCIENCE (PHYSICAL 
SCIENCE)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 5 SCIENCE 
 

The 6th grade science curriculum has a focus 
on Physical Science. Students learn about the 
periodic table, density, force, motion, and 
simple machines. They will also study 
renewable and nonrenewable resources, 
space exploration, the rock cycle, and 
classification of organisms.  
 

36300021 6TH GRADE PRE-AP SCIENCE 
(PHYSICAL SCIENCE PRE-AP)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 5 SCIENCE 
 

6th grade Pre-AP Science curriculum studies 
the same topics as the 6th grade science 
class. However, in Pre-AP Science there is a 
focus on students doing inquiry-based science 
by designing and conducting their own 
investigations, learning to use and develop 
critical thinking skills, and problem solving 
methods. The course is intended to ground 
students in the inquiry skills of science and 
encourage thinking and acting like a scientist 
so that they are better prepared for the AP 
Sciences in high school.  
 

37300000 7TH GRADE SCIENCE (LIFE SCIENCE)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 6 SCIENCE 
 

The 7th grade science curriculum has a focus 
on Life Science. Students learn about 
photosynthesis, flow of energy in ecosystems, 
the chemistry of digestion and organic 
compounds. They also study human impact on 
Earth systems, characteristics of Earth that 
allow life, and the human body systems with 
an emphasis on living systems in their 
environment, adaptations, and cell theory.  

37300021 7TH GRADE PRE-AP SCIENCE (LIFE 
SCIENCE PRE-AP)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 6 SCIENCE 
 

7th grade Pre-AP Science curriculum studies 
the same topics as the 7th grade science 
class. However, in Pre-AP Science there is a 
focus on students doing inquiry-based science 
by designing and conducting their own 
investigations, learning to use and develop 
critical thinking skills, and problem solving 
methods. The course is intended to ground 
students in the inquiry skills of science and 
encourage thinking and acting like a scientist 
so that they are better prepared for the AP 
Sciences in high school.  
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7TH GRADE GT/PRE-AP SCIENCE  
 
REQUIREMENT: STUDENT QUALIFIES FOR GIFTED 
AND TALENTED SERVICES 
 

Taught by GT trained teachers, GT students 
will seek out challenges to discover, develop 
and leverage capacity by making deep 
connections, developing social conscience 
and effectively collaborating and 
communicating with others. Such capacities 
will be purposefully developed as 
students design and conduct their own 
investigations and learn to use and develop 
critical thinking skills and problem solving 
methods.  Students will be given opportunities 
to showcase products that demonstrate 
understanding and competence 
in communication skills needed to navigate the 
21st-century learning, leading, and 
creating environments. 
 

38300000 8TH GRADE SCIENCE (EARTH AND 
SPACE SCIENCE)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 7 SCIENCE 
 

The 8th grade science curriculum has a focus 
on Earth and Physical Science. Students learn 
about atomic structure, the periodic table, 
chemical reactions, formulas and equations. 
They also study Newton’s 3 laws of motion, 
seasons, tides, lunar phases, stars and 
galaxies, plate tectonic theory, weather, and 
environmental changes due to human 
activities.  
 

38300021 8TH GRADE SCIENCE PREAP (EARTH 
AND SPACE PRE-AP)  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF GRADE 7 SCIENCE 
 

8th grade Pre-AP Science curriculum studies 
the same topics as the 8th grade science 
class. However, in Pre-AP Science there is a 
focus on students doing inquiry-based science 
by designing and conducting their own 
investigations, learning to use and develop 
critical thinking skills, and problem solving 
methods. The course is intended to ground 
students in the inquiry skills of science and 
encourage thinking and acting like a scientist 
so that they are better prepared for the AP 
Sciences in high school.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
The purpose of the LISD Social Studies program is to prepare students through the 
development of appropriate knowledge, skills and beliefs to be responsible, participatory 
citizens.  We expect our students to assume roles as leaders in our state and nation in the 21st 
century.  The courses in Social Studies will help accomplish this goal. 
 

COURSE & RECOMMENDATION DESCRIPTION 
46400000 CONTEMPORARY WORLD  
GRADE: 6  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 5 SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Students study people, places, and societies of the 
contemporary world. Societies for study are from the 
following regions of the world: Europe, Russia and the 
Eurasian republics, North America, Central America and 
the Caribbean, South America, Southwest Asia-North 
Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, East Asia, 
Southeast Asia, Australia, and the Pacific realm. 
Students describe the influence of individuals and 
groups on historical and contemporary events in those 
societies and identify the locations and geographic 
characteristics of various societies. Students identify 
different ways of organizing economic and governmental 
systems. 

46400021 CONTEMPORARY WORLD PRE-AP 
GRADE: 6  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF GRADE 5 SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Students study the same concepts and areas of the 
world as the regular Contemporary World course. 
Students develop skills for critical reading and writing 
through dialogue and discourse.  
 

47450000 TEXAS HISTORY  
GRADE: 7  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
 

Students study the history of Texas from early times to 
the present. Students examine the full scope of Texas 
history, including Natural Texas and its People; Age of 
Contact; Spanish Colonial; Mexican National; Revolution 
and Republic; Early Statehood; Texas in the Civil War 
and Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age 
of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II; 
Civil Rights and Conservatism; and Contemporary 
Texas eras. The focus in each era is on key individuals, 
events, and issues and their impact. Students identify 
regions of Texas and the distribution of population within 
and among the regions and explain the factors that 
caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban 
society. Students describe the structure and functions of 
municipal, county, and state governments, explain the 
influence of the U.S. Constitution on the Texas 
Constitution, and examine the rights and responsibilities 
of Texas citizens.  
 

47450021 TEXAS HISTORY PRE-AP 
GRADE: 7  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
 

Students study the same concepts and knowledge base 
as the regular Texas History course. Students develop 
skills for critical reading and writing through dialogue and 
discourse including the analysis of documents and timed 
writings.  
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48460000 UNITED STATES HISTORY 
GRADE: 8  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF TEXAS HISTORY  
 

Students study the history of the United States from the 
early colonial period through Reconstruction. Historical 
content focuses on the political, economic, religious, and 
social events and issues related to the colonial and 
revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the 
U.S. Constitution, challenges of the early republic, the 
Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil 
War, and Reconstruction.  
 

48460021 UNITED STATES HISTORY PRE-AP 
GRADE: 8  
 
RECOMMENDATION: SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF TEXAS HISTORY 
 

Students study the same concepts and knowledge base 
as the regular United States History course. Students 
develop skills for critical reading and writing through 
dialogue and discourse including the analysis of 
documents and timed writings.  
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
All Spanish courses listed below will count as high school credits.  Student grades will appear on the high 
school transcript, but the grades will not count in the high school GPA with the exception of Spanish IV 

AP Language and Culture. 

COURSE & RECOMMENDATION DESCRIPTION 

SPANISH I 
18450000   
(Novice-M to Novice-H)  
Grade: 7-8 
Recommendation: None 

Spanish I is the introductory course in the Spanish 
language and culture. During this course, the students 
will develop speaking, writing, reading, and listening 
skills in Spanish around topics related to the everyday 
life of a student. The students will use Spanish in the 
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational 
communication modes as the basis for meeting the 
TEKS. The students will gain an understanding of 
culturally appropriate responses and practices. The 
expected outcome of this course is developing Novice 
Mid-High proficiency. This course is conducted in 
Spanish a significant amount of time. 

SPANISH II 
18451000 
(Novice-H to Inter-L),
Grade: 8 
Recommendation: Spanish I or 
CBE 

Spanish II continues to introduce students to Spanish 
language and culture. During this course, the students 
will continue to develop speaking, writing, reading, and 
listening skills in Spanish that expand on topics beyond 
the everyday life of the student into the real world. The 
students will use Spanish in the context of interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational communication modes. 
The students will use culturally appropriate responses 
and practices. Students in this course are expected to 
reach a proficiency level of Intermediate Low. This 
course is conducted in Spanish a significant amount of 
time.  

SPANISH II PRE-AP FOR SPANISH 
SPEAKERS 
76215000 
Grade: 6  
Recommendation: Passage of 
Proficiency Interview or 5 year 
enrollment in an elementary Dual 
Language/Spanish Immersion 
program 

Spanish II PAP for Spanish Speakers is the first course 
in the Advanced Spanish Program in Middle School. 
This course develops students’ proficiency and 
culminates in the AP Spanish Language & Culture exam 
in the 8th grade.  Successful completion of this course 
fulfills one credit of the high school graduation 
requirement for World Languages.  A special emphasis 
is placed on refining Spanish reading, writing and 
language arts skills through the analysis of advanced 
Spanish non-fiction and fiction texts.  The genres of 
study are cross-curricular in nature.   Students enrolled 
in this course should have a significant background in 
the Spanish language, as well as an intermediate to 
advanced level of proficiency in all language skills. 
Students are expected to continue to Spanish III Pre-AP 
for Spanish Speakers in the 7th grade and to Spanish IV 
Advanced Placement in the 8th grade.  This course may 
not be offered on all campuses.  This course is 
conducted exclusively in Spanish. 
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SPANISH III PRE-AP FOR SPANISH 
SPEAKERS  
77215021 
Grade: 7  
Recommendation: Spanish II Pre-AP 
for Spanish Speakers or Proficiency 
Interview 

Spanish III Pre-AP for Spanish Speakers is the second 
course in the Advanced Spanish Program in Middle 
School.  This course further develops students’ 
proficiency and culminates in the AP Spanish Language 
& Culture exam in the 8th grade. Successful completion 
of this course fulfills the high school graduation 
requirement for World Languages. This course 
emphasizes high level/critical thinking, reading, and 
writing utilizing cross-curricular contexts as well as 
Hispanic literature and texts. Speaking and listening 
proficiencies are refined and further developed.  
Students enrolled in this course should have a significant 
background in the Spanish language, as well as an 
advanced level of proficiency in all language skills.  
Students are expected to continue to Spanish IV AP for 
Spanish Speakers in the 8th grade.  This course may not 
be offered on all campuses.  This course may not be 
offered on all campuses.  This course is conducted 
exclusively in Spanish.   

78220002 SPANISH IV ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
78220002 
Grade: 8  
Recommendation: Spanish III Pre-AP 
for Spanish Speakers or Proficiency 
Interview 

This course is a continuation of Spanish III Pre-AP for 
Spanish Speakers.   Specific Advanced Placement test-
taking strategies, such as oral narration, advanced 
reading and listening comprehension and expository 
writing, are emphasized. Students study and analyze 
current events, literary texts, and social issues. Students 
will be prepared for and take the Advanced Placement 
Spanish Language and Culture Exam. This course may 
not be offered on all campuses. This course counts for 
high school credit.  This course is conducted in Spanish. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Course offerings and grade level requirements may vary from campus to campus.  Contact your 
campus counselor for additional information. Students in grades 6-8 will be assessed on their 
physical fitness using the FITNESSGRAM Assessment. 

26500000  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 GRADE:     6 
27500000  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7 GRADE:     7 
28500000 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 GRADE:     8 
Students acquire the knowledge and skills for movement that provide the foundation for 
enjoyment, continued social development through physical activity, and access to a physically-
active lifestyle. The student exhibits a physically-active lifestyle and understands the relationship 
between physical activity and health throughout the life span. 

7715500  OUTDOOR ADVENTURE/TRAILS GRADE:      7 
7815500  OUTDOOR ADVENTURE/TRAILS GRADE:      8 
Students are offered education in the areas of hunting, fishing, hiking, nature recognition, 
archery and cooking.  The students will feel safe and positive about their learning environment 
and demonstrate appropriate life skills that have exemplified proper mentoring in these fields of 
study. Students may only take this course once during middle school. 

EXTERNAL PE is an off-campus athletic training program that students in grades 6-8 may enroll 
to earn physical education credit.  Approved programs include but are not limited to: Archery, 
Dance, Equestrian, Fencing, Golf, Gymnastics, Ice Hockey/Dance, Lacrosse, Martial Arts, Rock 
Climbing, Softball, and Swimming. Students may apply at each semester for either a Level I 
course which requires a minimum of 15 hours (five days) of participation or Level II course 
requiring a minimum of 5 hours (three days) of participation per week.  Please note 80 percent 
of a student’s participation time must occur during the school week.  Competition and travel 
to/from the activity do not count towards participation hours.  Students may only enroll at one of 
the Approved Facilities as established by the LISD Board of Trustees.  Due to various bell 
schedules at each of the middle school campuses, some students may not be allowed to enroll 
in Level I. A non-refundable fee is required for enrollment.  Applications, Approved 
Facilities List, and FAQ’s can be found at www.lisd.net under Physical Education 
26503000 EXTERNAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION GRADE:      6 
27503000  EXTERNAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION GRADE:      7 
28503000 EXTERNAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION GRADE:      8 
REQUIREMENT:       APPLICATION AND FEE 
The purpose of the External Physical Education program is to accommodate students who are 
making a serious effort to develop high-level capabilities and allow them to be involved in a 
program that provides training exceeding that which is offered in the school district. Only those 
students involved in the activities of archery, dance, equestrian, fencing, golf, gymnastics, ice 
hockey/dance, lacrosse, martial arts, rock climbing, softball, and swimming will be considered 
for participation. An application and non-refundable fee are required. 



Middle School Course Description Guide 
2017-2018 

 

17 

HEALTH 
 

2830000       HEALTH,   .5 CREDIT     GRADE:     8 
Health is designed to prepare students for a healthy, independent lifestyle based on a wellness 
program of physical and mental health.  Students will develop an understanding of topics that 
include family, relationships, marriage and parenthood, life cycle, skin, skeletal, muscular, 
reproductive and excretory systems, endocrine, respiratory, nervous, cardiovascular, lymphatic 
systems, the effect of drugs on the health system, consumer rights, environmental factors, 
mental health, nutrition, and social issues.  PAPA is included.  This course counts for .5 high 
school credit but may not be offered at all middle school campuses. 

  

ATHLETIC OFFERINGS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ATHLETICS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL IS OFFERED IN GRADES 7 & 8 

Basketball 

Cross Country 

Football 

Soccer 

Tennis 

Track & Field 

Volleyball 

For more information about middle school Athletics visit: 
https://lewisvillesports.rankonesport.com/AthleticPortal/Main/Default.aspx 
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FINE ARTS 
The Lewisville Independent School District highly values our middle school fine arts courses as 
essential to the education of every student.  The State of Texas recognizes the curricular value 
and right-brain development by requiring one fine arts unit in both middle and high school.  
LISD students have a wide range of successful fine arts programs to choose from in art, band, 
choir, orchestra, and theatre.  Studies show that students involved in a fine arts organization for 
more than the one-year requirement tend to have positive results in attendance, graduation 
rates, eligibility, and discipline referrals.  Middle school is a great time to explore students’ 
interests.  We hope you enjoy our fine arts programs. Texas requires that all middle school 
students complete one year of Fine Arts. 
 
Note:  Course offerings may vary from campus to campus based on faculty certification and 

student course requests. Grade level requirements may vary due to campus-based 
decisions.  

ART 
6TH GRADE ART  
YEAR/SEMESTER  
56500000/5652000 
 
GRADE: 6  
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 

This course is the foundation for all other art 
courses. No prior drawing skills are necessary. 
The elements and the principles of design are 
emphasized through a variety of projects and 
problems in both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional design, drawing, painting, and 
ceramics. There may be a small art fee for this 
course.  

7TH/8TH GRADE ART  
YEAR/SEMESTER  
57500000/57520000 
 
GRADE: 7-8  
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
 

This course is the foundation for all other art 
courses. No prior drawing skills are necessary. 
The elements and the principles of design are 
emphasized through a variety of projects and 
problems in both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional design, drawing, painting, and 
ceramics. There may be a small art fee for this 
course.  

7TH/8TH GRADE ART ADVANCED  
58500000/58520000 
 
GRADE: 7 -8  
RECOMMENDATION: 6TH OR 7TH GRADE ART 
 

This course provides students an opportunity to 
further develop their art skills. Higher-level 
thinking skills are challenged with design and 
composition projects that use a variety of drawing 
media, techniques and themes. Preparation of a 
portfolio is required. There may be a small art fee 
for this course. 

HIGH SCHOOL ART 1 
58530000 
 
GRADE: 8  
PREREQUISITE: ONE/TWO YEAR(S) OF MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ART WITH TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
 

This full year course is the equivalent to the high 
school Art 1 course, and will receive 1 fine arts 
high school credit. The elements and principles 
of design are explored at a more advanced level 
through a variety of projects in all types of art 
medium. Preparation of a portfolio is required. 
There may be a small art fee for this course.  

ART APPRECIATION 
 
GRADE: 6 - 8  
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
 

This full year class explores the principles of 
design and the visual characteristics of art in both 
2D and 3D. The class learns to observe art and, 
through an informed perspective, to appreciate 
the value such objects hold in society. There may 
be a small art fee for this course.  
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BAND 

These courses are designed to provide opportunities for students to learn to play 
instrumental music in a group setting and lead students to acquire the skills needed for 
satisfactory performance. Students must rent or own instruments and are required to 
attend scheduled rehearsals and events. 

Grades: 6-8 
COURSE RECOMMENDATION 

BEGINNING BAND 1 RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
SYMPHONIC BAND BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
CONCERT BAND  BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
HONORS WIND  BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 

CHOIR 
These courses are designed to provide opportunities for students to learn to sing in a 
group setting and lead students to acquire the skills needed for satisfactory 
performance. Students are required to attend scheduled rehearsals and events.  

Grades: 6-8 
COURSE RECOMMENDATION 

CHOIR BOYS/GIRLS NONE 
CHOIR NON-VARSITY TREBLE BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
CHOIR NON-VARSITY TENOR/BASS BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
CHOIR VARSITY TREBLE BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
CHOIR VARSITY TENOR/BASS BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
CHOIR MIXED BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 

ORCHESTRA 
These courses are designed to provide opportunities for students to learn to play 
instrumental music in a group setting and lead students to acquire the skills needed for 
satisfactory performance. Students must rent or own instruments and are required to 
attend scheduled rehearsals and events. 

Grades: 6-8 
COURSE RECOMMENDATION 

ORCHESTRA BEGINNING NONE 
ORCHESTRA SYMPHONIC BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
ORCHESTRA PHILHARMONIC BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
ORCHESTRA CHAMBER BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 

THEATRE ARTS  
This full year course provides an avenue for artistic expression through the elements of 
drama and conventions of theatre.  Rehearsals and performances are an expectation for 
all theatre arts classes. 

Grades: 6-8 
COURSE RECOMMENDATION 

THEATRE ARTS I NONE 

THEATRE ARTS II THEATRE ARTS I 
THEATRE ARTS III THEATRE ARTS II 
THEATRE ARTS ADVANCED BY AUDITION/TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
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CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Note:  Course offerings may vary from campus to campus based on faculty certification 

and student course requests. Grade level requirements may vary due to campus-
based decisions.  

 

  

CLOTHING AND TEXTILES    GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE                          

This introductory course focuses on the fashion, textiles, and apparel industries.  Topics will include:  
apparel manufacturing, consumerism, fiber and textile selection, garment design and construction.  
Sewing labs and use of sewing machines in the construction of clothing/garments are both utilized 
frequently.   
 
DESIGN IT:  GO GREEN! GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 

Students will learn how to draw and create a “green” mall using Google Sketchup.  Students will 
document the process of creating their mall from initial layout to completed project using a digital 
format (digital photos, videos, etc.).  The finished product will include research into “green” building 
materials and how they should be incorporated into the mall; how interior design is used to create an 
appealing mall/store; and how to market this business.  Students will also have the opportunity to see 
how GIS/GPS are used in the initial design and building of any structure. 
 
DESIGNING AND BUILDING MODEL BRIDGES, CARS & ROCKETS GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 

This 18 week Technology Education course is a project-based and collaborative opportunity to 
explore different engineering fields.  Modules will include:  introduction to engineering, engineering 
design, mechanical engineering/simple machines, environmental engineering/solar and wind 
energy/weather, aeronautical engineering/flight, civil engineering/towers and bridges, electrical 
engineering, and biomedical engineering.  Projects will range from using common household items 
for creative problem-solving to computer simulations for construction activities. 
 
DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
Students learn video editing using Premiere Elements, Audacity and other related software with 
application to real-world projects. 
 
DISCOVERY GRADE:  6 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
Students rotate through various elective subjects throughout the year. Subjects covered may include, but 
are not limited to, the following: Basic Technology Applications & Keyboarding, Introduction to Foreign 
Languages, Home Economics, Outdoor Education, Intro to Economics, and General Music.  
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EXPLORING CAREERS GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
Family and Consumer Science education provides individuals and families with essential 
knowledge and skills for managing the challenges of living and working in a diverse, global society.  
Individuals utilize these skills to enhance career and personal effectiveness, promote family 
strength and well-being and pursue career options. 
 
FOODS AND NUTRITION GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:       NONE 
Foods and Nutrition is an introduction to the importance of food as a nutritional resource for the 
body.  Students will discover the importance of the essential nutrients for the body and what 
each does to provide good health.  Students will utilize technology to expand their nutrition 
knowledge and how to make good choices when eating out.  Students will learn the importance 
of balancing calories with exercise to maintain a healthy body throughout their life.  In food labs 
students will: practice safety and sanitation in the kitchen; learn to read and follow recipes, use 
proper food preparation and measuring techniques; and learn recipe modification as a means of 
creating les fatty, sugary, and more nutritious foods. 
 
 
 FORENSICS:  CSI AND YOU GRADE:  7-8 
 RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
Forensics: CSI and You is an 18 week survey course taking students from an introduction of 
forensics and science to the technology in use today and differentiate the facts from the fiction 
seen on TV.  Both criminal justice and government service components are included. 

 
GAMING GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
This is an 18 week course in which the learner covers 4 major units of study.  Foundations, Game 
Creation Basics 1, Game Creation Basics 2 and Careers will be covered in the semester long 
course.  Software and web based programs are used to introduce students to basic computer 
game creating and career fields within the industry. 
 
GRAPHIC ARTS/ANIMATION   GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
Students learn digital photography, graphics editing and animation using programs such as Paint 
Shop Pro and/or PhotoShop Elements and open source animation programs to understand the 
principles of digital photography and how to manipulate various digital editing and animation tools. 

 
PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN SERVICES 1.0 CREDIT GRADE: 8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
This comprehensive laboratory course will enable students to investigate skills and techniques 
that positively affect their lifestyle choices with a focus on developing positive personal 
relationships and investigating careers in human services; and This laboratory course addresses 
nutrition, food choices, and food management.  Instruction includes food habits and wellness, 
menu planning, food costs and budgeting, consumer buying strategies, food safety and sanitation, 
and careers relating to the food industry.  
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ROBOTICS GRADE: 7-8 
RECOMMENDATION: NONE 
In this 18 week course the basic concepts of robotics is covered as well as the science behind them.   
Foundations, History, Basic Robots Creation, and Challenge, are the 4 units of study covered in this 
semester long course.  An investigation into careers related to the field is included in the Foundations 
unit 

 
VIDEO, GRAPHICS & ANIMATION GRADE:  7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
This 18 week course is designed to introduce students to the world of digital media.  The three major 
areas of study will include video production and editing, graphics production and image editing with 
digital photography, and creation of original animation projects.  Students will learn the basics of 
lighting techniques, retouching digital photos, creating fashion layouts, and image animation, for 
example.  Students will be able to preview upcoming opportunities in high school career center 
programs included in the media arts department. 

 
WEB DESIGN GRADE:  7-8 
RECOMMENDATION:    NONE 
Students develop web pages using programs such as Office, DreamWeaver, and Google Docs to 
understand basic HTML and good web design 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
SUPPLEMENT

The following pages are included to help students and parents/guardians plan a 
smooth transition from intermediate school to high school. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Planning a four-year high school program is a serious undertaking. Although many of 
your courses will be determined by the graduation plan you select, you will still have 
many other choices to make during your years of school. The courses you select will be 
guided largely by your plans for the future. Will you continue your education in college 
or in a trade or technical school? Do you want to learn a career skill in order to enter 
the full-time work force immediately after school? Are you interested in a technical 
field? Are you thinking of entering a profession that requires many years of specialized 
education? 
 
The answers to these questions are extremely important for making decisions about 
your course selections for all four years in high school. These answers should also be 
guided by your interests and abilities. Some students are sure of their future plans; 
others are still deciding. It is also common for young people to change their minds 
about which career to choose. For this reason, it is important for you to plan as 
challenging a program as you can. If your career plans should change, then it will 
not be as difficult to move into another program. While it may sometimes seem 
tempting to schedule a less demanding combination of courses, choosing courses that 
meet your needs or interests is the best way to prepare for your future. 
 
LISD offers you many ways to prepare for a productive adult life—to increase the 
likelihood that you will realize your future goals. The district’s high schools and 
career centers provide a wide range of programs that prepare students for post-high 
school experiences: college, business school, technical school, military service, fine 
arts participation, full-time employment, and other areas. The programs offered allow 
a student to choose the high school program best for him/her, whether that program is 
the traditional college preparatory, tech-prep, or career preparatory program. 
Outlined on the following pages are the graduation requirements for each of the state's 
possible graduation programs (minimum, recommended high school, and distinguished 
achievement programs). 
 
Immediately following the presentation of possible graduation plans are descriptions of 
all courses offered, with accompanying information about prerequisites and grade level 
placement. We strongly urge you to give the attention to planning for high school that 
it deserves. By planning wisely, you can create the future that is most appropriate 
for you. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ACCELERATED BLOCK AND COURSES 

Lewisville ISD high schools operate on the accelerated block schedule.  Because this type of 
schedule requires a different way of arranging the curriculum, students will find different 
terminology in the course descriptions.  The following information will be helpful in understanding 
accelerated block and making choices about courses. 
 
• Courses are listed as either .5, 1, 1.5, 2, or 3 credits. 
• On the accelerated block schedule, 1 credit = 18 weeks and .5 = 9 weeks.  On a 

traditional semester schedule, students earn 1 credit after one full year, covering 
the same amount of material. 

• On the accelerated block, during one full year (fall & spring semesters), a student 
could be enrolled in as many as 8 different blocks of courses (4 in the fall term and 
4 in the spring term) with the potential of earning a maximum of 8 credits. 

• The accelerated block provides for 90-minute class periods.  Students are 
scheduled into four periods per day, and each class meets every day.  Exceptions 
to this must be approved by campus administration. 

• Some courses are offered for local credit only and do not count toward state 
credits needed for graduation. 

• Grade reports are monitored on a three-week basis through progress reports, and 
report cards are posted to Skyward at the end of each nine weeks (quarter). 

• UIL eligibility follows a schedule separate and apart from quarter (9 weeks) and 
semester grading cycles and is not included in this guide. 

• Course “Recommendations” are listed to help ensure a greater measure of 
success for the student and should therefore be completed.  A student may, 
however, enroll in a class without taking suggested course recommendations. 

• Course “Prerequisites” must be successfully completed before a student is allowed 
to enroll in a course. 

• Credit for courses may be received through credit by exam with the exception of 
courses requiring a STAAR EOC exam.    For courses without prior instruction, a 
mastery level of 80% is required for credit.  For courses where the required 
amount of prior instruction has been certified, a mastery level of 70% is required 
for credit to be awarded.  A schedule for testing dates can be obtained from the 
campus counselor. 

• State law/board policy supersedes information in this book. 
• Students may graduate early by completing all graduation requirements. The 

desire to graduate early will not subject the student to special consideration in 
scheduling. 

• A student’s graduation plan is determined by the year that the student enters the 
9th grade unless a change is mandated by law. 

• It is the parent’s/student’s responsibility to insure compliance with the 
requirements for the NCAA Eligibility Center for college athletics.  
www.eligibilitycenter.org  

 
It is the parent/student/guardian’s responsibility to insure completion of graduation requirements.  
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APPENDIX 

MIDDLE SCHOOL THREE-YEAR PLAN - Sample Plan 
REQUIRED COURSES  GRADE FALL SPRING 
6th:  Language Arts 

6TH 

English 

 Reading 
       Mathematics PreAP Mathematics 
       Science Science 
       Social Studies Contemporary World 
       PE PE 
       Electives 1st Elective 
       Other Campus Req Discovery Video Technology 
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
 6th Grade Art 
7th:  Language Arts 

7TH  

English  
 Reading 
       Mathematics PreAP Mathematics 
       Science PreAP Science  
       Social Studies Texas History 
       PE/Athletics Girls Volleyball/Cross Country 
       Electives 1st Elective 
       Other Campus Req Spanish I (HS credit) 
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
 Video, Graphics and Animation 
8th:  Language Arts 

8TH 

English  
       Mathematics Reading 
 PreAP Algebra I (HS credit) 
       Science PreAP Science  
       Social Studies US History 
       PE/Athletics 
       Electives 
       Other Campus Req 

Girls Volleyball/Cross Country 
1st Elective 

Spanish II (HS credit) 
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
Fine Art – 2 Semesters*  High School Art 1 (HS credit) 
 
NOTES: 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL THREE-YEAR PLAN - Student Planning Form 
 

REQUIRED COURSES  GRADE FALL SPRING 
6th:  Language Arts 

6TH 

English   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

 Reading   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

       Mathematics Mathematics    Reg  PreAP 
       Science Science    Reg  PreAP 
       Social Studies Social Studies    Reg  PreAP 
       PE PE 
       Electives  1st Elective 
       Other Campus Req   
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
   
7th:  Language Arts 

7TH  

English   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

 Reading   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

       Mathematics Mathematics    Reg  PreAP 
       Science Science    Reg  PreAP 
       Social Studies Social Studies    Reg  PreAP 
       PE/Athletics PE 
       Electives 1st Elective 
       Other Campus Req   
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
   
8th:  Language Arts 

8TH 

English   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

 Reading   Reg   PreAP   LEAP 

       Mathematics Mathematics    Reg  PreAP 
       Science Science    Reg  PreAP 
       Social Studies Social Studies    Reg  PreAP 
       PE/Athletics 
       Electives 
       Other Campus Req 

PE 
1st Elective 

  
 2nd Elective – If Schedule Permits 
Fine Art – 2 Semesters*    
 
NOTES: 

* See List in Fine Arts Section 
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Foundation High School Program
A new, more flexible graduation program that allows students to pursue their interests
will be in place for all students who enter high school, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.

The program contains up to four parts:
 A 22-credit foundation program which is the core of the new Texas high school diploma
 Five endorsement* options that allow students to focus on a related series of courses
 A higher performance category called Distinguished Level of Achievement
 Performance Acknowledgments that note outstanding achievement

The Foundation requirements (22 credits) include:
English (4 credits)  English I  English II  English III  An advanced English course   

Mathematics (3 credits)  Algebra I  Geometry  An advanced math course

Science (3 credits)  Biology  Integrated Physics & Chemistry or an advanced science course
  An advanced science course 

Social Studies (3 credits)  World History or World Geography  U.S. History
  U.S. Government (one-half credit)  Economics (one-half credit)

Languages Other Than English (2 credits)  2 credits in the same language or
  2 credits from Computer Science I, II, III

Physical Education (1 credit) Fine Arts (1 credit) Electives (5 credits)

Speech: Demonstrated proficiency

Endorsements Total credits with endorsements 26

Enhancements
Additionally, a student may earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement and/or a Performance 
Acknowledgment for outstanding performance. The Distinguished Level of Achievement must be
earned to be admitted to a Texas public university under the Top 10 percent automatic admission law.

Distinguished Level of Achievement Performance Acknowledgments

Foundation Program requirements dual credit course

4 credits in math including Algebra II bilingualism and biliteracy

4 credits in science PSAT, ACT’s Plan, SAT or ACT   

at least 1 endorsement Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate exam

earning a nationally or internationally recognized 
  business or industry certification or license 

*A student entering 9th grade must indicate an endorsement he or she plans to follow. 
A student may change or add an endorsement at any time. 

A student may graduate without earning an endorsement if, after his or her sophomore year, 
the student’s parent signs a form permitting the student to omit the endorsement requirement.

Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit

Graduation Program – Overview
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Choices determine options 
Most of the very best jobs available now and in the future require education 
and training beyond a high school diploma. Whether you intend to pursue a high-demand, 
industry workforce credential from a community or technical 
college or a traditional four-year degree from a university, the choices made 
in high school will determine your future options.

To best prepare yourself now for the transition to post-high school education 
or quality workforce training, choosing and taking the right classes is essential.  
The Distinguished Level of Achievement will ensure the best preparation for 
your future.

Why it matters — Benefits
The Distinguished Level of Achievement opens a world of educational and employment 
opportunities for you beyond high school. The Distinguished Level of Achievement will:

 Allow you to compete for Top 10% automatic admissions eligibility at any Texas public university;
 Position you among those first in line for a TEXAS Grant* to help pay for university tuition and fees; and
 Ensure you are a more competitive applicant at the most selective colleges and universities.

What it means
The Distinguished Level of Achievement requires more math and more science than the 
Foundation High School Program. The Distinguished Level of Achievement requires: 

 A total of four credits in math, including Algebra II;
 A total of four credits in science; and
 Successful completion of an endorsement in your area of interest.

Advantages
 Opportunity to earn an endorsement in an area of interest
 More college and university options
 More financial aid options
 Better preparation for college-level coursework at community/technical colleges and universities
 Opportunity for immediate enrollment in classes related to your chosen field of study
 Strong foundation to successfully complete an industry workforce credential or college degree
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Distinguished Level of Achievement – Benefits

*Must be financially qualified
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Texas High School Diploma – Steps

STEM Business & 
Industry

Public 
Service

Arts & 
Humanities

Multi-
Disciplinary 

Studies

STEM Business & 
Industry

Public 
Service

Arts & 
Humanities

Multi-
Disciplinary 

Studies

22 Credits for the Foundation High School Program

Requirements of 1 Endorsement
(including 4th credit of Math and Science and 2 additional electives) 

Be sure to visit your school counselor to learn more about your options.
Students may earn more than one endorsement.

Distinguished Level of Achievement



ENDORSEMENTS
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Endorsements
For the first time, students will be able to earn one or more endorsements as part of their 
graduation requirements. Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped 
together by interest or skill set. They provide students with in-depth knowledge of a subject area.

Students must select an endorsement* in the ninth grade. Districts and charters are not required 
to offer all endorsements. If only one endorsement is offered, it must be multi-disciplinary studies. 

Students earn an endorsement by completing the curriculum requirements for the endorsement, 
including 4th credit of math and science and 2 additional elective credits.

Students can choose from 5 endorsement areas

*Visit your school counselor to learn more about your options.
 Students may earn more than one endorsement.

Multi-Disciplinary Studies (one of the following)
 4 advanced courses from other endorsement areas
 4 credits in each foundation subject area, including English IV and chemistry and/or physics
 4 credits in Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual credit selected    

 from English, mathematics, science, social studies, economics, LOTE or fine arts

Arts and Humanities (one of the following)
 2 levels each in two languages other than English (LOTE)  Social Studies 
 4 levels in the same LOTE  American Sign Language (ASL)
 Courses from one or two areas (music, theater, art, dance) in fine arts
 English electives not included in Business and Industry

Public Service (one of the following)
 Human Services  Health Science  Education and Training 
 Law  Public Safety  Government and Public Administration
 Corrections and Security  Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC)

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
 Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses related to STEM  Computer Science
 Mathematics  Science
 Combination of no more than two of the categories listed above

Business and Industry (one of the following or a combination of areas)
 Agriculture  Food and Natural Resources  Architecture and Construction
 Arts  Hospitality and Tourism  Technology and Communications
 Audio/Video  Information Technology  Business Management and Administration
 Finance  Manufacturing  Transportation or Distribution and Logistics
 Marketing  Technology Applications  English electives in public speaking, debate, advanced 

  broadcast journalism, advanced journalism including   
  newspaper and yearbook
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Endorsements – Choices



8th Grade

9th th Grade

11th/12th Grade
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 Explore interests and take advantage of 
Career Day opportunities.

 Attend college nights hosted by your high 
school. Talk with school representatives 
about the types of financial aid available.

 Take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test in your  
sophomore year for practice. In your junior 
year, take the PSAT for eligibility for the 
National Merit Scholarship Competition. 
Students who take the PSAT or ACT’s PLAN 
tend to score higher on the SAT or ACT 
than those who do not.

 Monitor high school credits; be sure to meet 
all local and state requirements by the end of 
the senior year.

 Take dual enrollment or Advanced Placement 
courses if possible to earn college credit while 
still in high school.

 Keep list of awards, honors and 
extracurricular activities for scholarship and 
college applications.

 Research colleges or universities you are 
interested in attending. Check admission 
and application requirements and timelines.

 Review choices offered under the Foundation High School Program and the Endorsements 
to decide on your future academic path.

 Select the endorsement that best fits your area of personal interest and the major you 
plan to study in college.

 Recognize that most college entrance requirements include rigorous advanced courses 
including Algebra II, higher-level science courses and languages other than English.

 Take dual enrollment or Advanced Placement courses  if possible to earn college credit while 
you are still in high school.

 Check with your counselor’s office to learn about available scholarships. Be sure to apply early 
and for as many scholarships as possible. Do not limit yourself to local scholarships.

 Consider taking SAT/ACT preparation classes. Sign up and take the ACT and/or SAT test, 
preferably in your junior year but no later than the fall of your senior year.

 Fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) early in the 
spring of your senior year.

 Apply to college during the fall of your senior year.
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Graduation Program – Checklists

If you plan to pursue technical training or enter the workforce after graduation, see the Information 
- Workforce Resources  page or visit Texas Reality Check at www.texasrealitycheck.com/.
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House Bill 5 
www.tea.state.tx.us/graduation-requirements/hb5.aspx

In 2013, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 5 creating a new graduation 
plan for Texas students — the Foundation High School Program. This webpage 
provides an array of information including:

 A side-by-side comparison of the Foundation High School Program and the previous 
 graduation plans (PDF)
 A Foundation High School Program Frequently Asked Questions (PDF)
 Approved Foundation High School Program Rules — Detailed information about the 

 state’s graduation plan (PDF)

Compare College TX
www.comparecollegetx.com

Compare College TX is an interactive, mobile-friendly web tool designed to help 
students and parents learn more about Texas public universities and community/
technical colleges.

students ranked in the Top 10 percent 
of their graduating class from an 
accredited public or private Texas high 
school are eligible for automatic 
admission to any Texas public 
university if they have completed the  
Distinguished Level of Achievement?

students can earn college credit while still in 
high school by taking Advanced Placement 
courses and earning high scores on the AP 
tests or by enrolling in and passing dual 
credit courses?

the highest ranking graduate at each Texas 
public high school receives a certificate from 
the Texas Education Agency that can be used 
as a scholarship to cover tuition costs at any 
Texas public college or university?

over their lifetime, high school graduates  
with a bachelor's degree earn 84 percent 
more* than a high school graduate?

*Center on Education and the Workforce, “The College Payoff: Education, 
*Occupations, Lifetime Earnings,” August 2011. Georgetown University
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Information – University Resources
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If you are considering going straight into the workforce or into a technical training program following 
graduation, you still need to complete your high school education and earn a high school diploma.

While in high school, you will want to: 
 Look at the five endorsements offered under the Foundation High School Program.

 Determine your area of interest.

 Complete your selected endorsement along with the required foundation program to earn 
your high school diploma.

 Learn about available jobs, and any required post-high school or technical training.

 Explore new career opportunities.

 Research wage and occupation information, required levels of education and 
training requirements.

 Discover your interests and abilities; use labor market resources at www.texasrealitycheck.com/   
and at www.texasworkforce.org/customers/jsemp/career-exploration-trends.html.

 Research which jobs are among the fastest and most in-demand in Texas at 
www.texascaresonline.com/hotshots/hotshotslists.asp.

Community College & Career Schools
 Find training and certifications for specific occupations or skills through 

community colleges or career schools and colleges at 
www.texasworkforce.org/svcs/propschools/career-schools-colleges.html.

Did you know...
training

earnings

credential
many of the high-demand 
jobs1 will require some 
postsecondary education?  

that Texas public school students can earn a Performance 
Acknowledgement with their diploma by earning a 
nationally- or internationally-recognized credential for a 
specific professional occupation, such as certified nurses’ 
aid certification (CAN) or computer tech certification (CTC) 
while in high school?

over their lifetime, high school graduates with a 
workforce certificate from a community or technical 
college earn 20 percent more3 than those with only 
a high school diploma?

tuition
students attending community 
colleges or trade schools may 
also be eligible for state or 
federal financial aid?2
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Information – Workforce Resources

1 Texas Workforce Commission
2Get the facts at www.collegeforalltexans.com or studentaid.ed.gov
3Center on Education and the Workforce, “Certificates: Gateway to Gainful Employment and College Degrees,” 
3June 2012. Georgetown University

Career
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Foundation High School Program
The basic 22-credit graduation program for Texas public school students.

Endorsements
Areas of specialized study. The areas are:

A district or charter that offers only one endorsement must offer Multidisciplinary Studies.

Distinguished Level of Achievement
A high level of academic achievement earned by going beyond the Foundation High School 
Program. It requires a total of 26 course credits, including Algebra II, a fourth science credit 
and an endorsement. A student must earn this designation to be eligible for Top 10 percent 
automatic admission to a Texas public university. 

Performance Acknowledgments
Students may earn an additional acknowledgment on their diploma because of outstanding 
performance in areas such as dual credit courses and bilingualism and biliteracy; on 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, PSAT, ACT’s Plan, the SAT or ACT exams; or 
by earning a nationally- or internationally-recognized business or industry certification. 

Course Credit
A unit of measure awarded for successful completion of a course. Completion of a one 
semester course typically earns one-half credit for a student.

Industry Workforce Credential
A state, nationally, or internationally-recognized credential that aligns with the knowledge 
and skills standards identified by an association or government entity representing a 
particular profession or occupation and valued by business or industry. Examples include a 
credential for certified nurse aid (CNA) or the automotive service excellence (ASE) certification 
in the automotive industry.

STAAR
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) is the state-mandated test given 
annually to students in grades 3-8 and in five high school courses.

EOC
STAAR end-of-course exams are state mandated tests given during the final weeks of a course. 
In addition to meeting graduation course requirements, students are required to pass five 
end-of-course exams to earn a diploma from a Texas public high school. Those five exams are 
given when a student takes English I and II, Biology, Algebra I and U.S. History courses.
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FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM (FHSP) REQUIREMENTS 
All students in LISD are encouraged to receive the Distinguished Level of Achievement 

FOUNDATION WITH ENDORSEMENT FOUNDATION NO ENDORSEMENT 
 THIS PROGRAM REQUIRES ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL and cannot be 

accessed until the completion of sophomore year. 

English I, II, III and Advanced English 1 (4 credits) English I, II, III and Advanced English 1 (4 credits) 

Math  (4 credits):  
 Algebra I 
Geometry 
Additional Math2 credit 
Fourth Math2 credit  

 

Math   (3 credits):   
 Algebra I 
Geometry 
Additional Math2 credit  
 

 

Science  (4 credits):  Biological and Physical Sciences: 
Biology (1) 
Integrated Physics & Chemistry (IPC) or Other Science3 (1) 
3rd Science3  
4th Science3 

Science  (3 credits) 
Biology, and  
Integrated Physics & Chemistry (IPC) or Other Science3 (1) 
3rd Science3 

 
Social Studies  (3 credits): 

World Geography OR World History (1)4 
U.S. History (1) 
U.S. Government (.5), Economics (.5) 

Social Studies  (3 credits): 
  World Geography OR World History (1) 4 
  U.S. History (1) 
  U.S. Government (.5), Economics (.5) 

Physical Education or Substitution5 (1 credit) Physical Education or Substitution5 (1 credit) 
 

Language Other Than English/World Languages (2 credits) 
Any two levels in the same language; OR 
Two credits in Computer Programming Language 
(Exceptions6 may apply for students with disabilities)                    

 

Language Other Than English/World Languages (2 credits) 
Any two levels in the same language; OR 
Two credits in Computer Programming Language 
(Exceptions6 may apply for students with disabilities) 

Fine Arts7 (1 credit) Fine Arts7 (1 credit) 

Electives/ 
Endorsement (7 credits) 

Electives (5 credits) 

Endorsement  (None) 

26 CREDITS TOTAL 22 CREDITS TOTAL 

DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 
The Distinguished Level of Achievement requires: 

• Four credits of math, including Algebra 2 
• Four credits in science 
• Successful completion of at least one endorsement 

 

1  Advanced English - See complete list of courses which qualify as an Advanced English. Advanced English requirements vary based on 
Endorsement selected.   

2  3rd and 4th Math Requirement vary based on the Endorsement selected.   
3  3rd and 4th Science Requirement vary based on the Endorsement selected. 
4  Social Studies - FHSP does not require both W. Geography and W. History for graduation.  Students are encouraged to take both W. Geography 

and W. History in LISD. 
5  PE Credit/Substitution - 4 credits of PE or PE substitution may be used toward state graduation requirements.  The following courses may be 

taken as a PE substitution:  Cheerleading (Varsity, Jr. Varsity, Freshman); Drill Team; Marching Band (1st 9 weeks only); External PE; Athletics; 
JROTC.  Only one state credit allowed per year.  

6  LOTE -  Students with disabilities may be able to take other academic courses as a substitute for this requirement as deemed appropriate by the 
ARD/504 committee. 

7  Fine Arts - credit must be earned from the following list of courses:  Art I-IV, all AP Art, Orchestra I-IV, Choir I-IV, Dance I, Theatre Arts I-IV, 
Theatre Production I-IV, Technical Theatre I-IV, Band I-IV, Music Theory.     

 
Courses which can count in two different categories may satisfy the requirements for both but one will receive a credit and one will be considered 
as a waiver and no additional credit will be awarded.  
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