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You’ll Love it at Levitz, Guaranteed!
Since 1910, five generations of the Levitz family have
been providing quality home furnishings to satisfied
clients throughout the USA. We are now excited to bring
unmatched service, satisfaction, integrity and innovative
sleep technology to you at Levitz Mattress Company.
We are Texas owned and operated since 1967.

72 MONTHS INTEREST FREE | DOUBLE THE WARRANTY
180 NIGHT COMFORT GUARANTEE | $300 GIFT CERTIFICATE
125% PRICE GUARANTEE | FREE DELIVERY

MATTRESSES STARTING AT $79
Our technology picks the correct
mattress based on your body! We use
top-of-the-line sensor technology to
produce a live HD image that shows
the pressure points of your body.
TRY FOR FREE!

Fastest Growing Mattress Company in the Metroplex!
For current promotions, hours and locations visit

LevitzMattress.com
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A WORD FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Readers,
Thank you for picking up the first-ever issue of The Loop! As
Superintendent of Schools for Lewisville Independent School
District, I’m excited to introduce you to this new quarterly
magazine created to showcase the great things happening in
our district. What better way to kick off the new school year!
I am proud to serve as superintendent of Lewisville ISD.
This district has been my home for my entire professional
career as an educator, and I am so proud of the work we do.
When it came to developing this magazine, we wanted
to give authentic insight into who we are. LISD has great
academics, renowned fine arts, storied athletic programs and
resources for all students. But more than anything, it’s our
people who truly make LISD great – our students, staff, alumni
and community alike. So, in this first issue, and in every issue,
you’ll read stories about our people.
You’ll meet Michael Odle, an LISD alumnus and former
football star who worked his way back to his alma mater.
You’ll meet Sam Akisanmi and Ashley Baltmanis, two recent
LISD graduates whose high school experiences helped them
discover their passions. And, you’ll meet Abhijay Kodali, an
LISD seventh-grader and spelling whiz… trust me, he can sure spell better than I can. You will also read stories about the
programs we offer and see photos of our amazing students and staff in action.
When I say I’m proud of the work we do, I mean it. Our neighborhood schools are second to none when it comes to
providing educational opportunities for all students to thrive! I encourage you to visit bestschoolsintexas.com for more
information about why LISD is the best choice for families.
						

Until next time,

							Kevin Rogers, Ed.D.
							Superintendent of Schools
							Lewisville Independent School District
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Meet the LISD
Board of Trustees

Back Row: Kronda Thimesch, Jenny Proznik, Angie Cox, Kristi Hassett
Front Row: Tracy Scott Miller, Katherine Sells, Allison Lassahn

LISD SERVICE:
Re-elected to serve second term in 2019
Hebron High School PTSA - Program Chair
Hebron High School Choir Booster - Booster Adviser

KATHERINE SELLS
Board President
sellsk@lisd.net

HOMETOWN: Corpus Christi, TX
LEWISVILLE ISD RESIDENT: Since 1989
FAMILY: Husband, Chris; two children, one current LISD
student and one LISD graduate
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Business Administration at Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi; Master of Business Administration at the
University of Central Missouri
PROFESSION: Community Volunteer
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
Lewisville Education Foundation Board - Ex officio
Lewisville Education Foundation – Golf Tournament Committee
Communities in Schools of North Texas – Mentor at DeLay
Middle School
Medical City Children’s Kids Teaching Kids Advisory Committee
Texas PTA- Field Service Representative
National Charity League – Grade Level Adviser for the
Class of 2020
Operation Kindness Volunteer
Honor Flight Volunteer
FBCATF – Youth Connect Leader and Youth Choir Mission Leader
HONORS & AWARDS:
Texas PTA Life Member
Texas PTA Extended Service Award
FUN FACT:
I volunteered distributing water filters and worked with
schools in Nairobi, Kenya.
FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no
education at all.” - Aristotle

TRACY SCOTT MILLER
Board Vice President
millert@lisd.net

ALLISON LASSAHN
Board Secretary
lassahna@lisd.net

HOMETOWN: Lena, Illinois

HOMETOWN: Tyler, TX

LEWISVILLE ISD RESIDENT: Since 1994

LEWISVILLE ISD RESIDENT: Since 1998

FAMILY: Wife, Melissa; two children, both LISD graduates

FAMILY: Husband, Lloyd; two children, both attending LISD schools

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Arts in Computer Science
from Judson University in Elgin, Ill. with studies at Yale
University and Dallas Theological Seminary

EDUCATION: Attended Tyler public schools; received a Bachelor
of Science from Texas A&M University and a Master of Science
from UT Dallas.

PROFESSION: Customer Experience Transformation
Consultant

PROFESSION:
I worked many years in local government before staying home
with my children. I currently work part-time for Grace Hill.

LISD SERVICE:
Re-elected to serve second term in 2017
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
Vice Chairman of Christian Community Action
Highland Village Rotary
Eagle Scout
Covenant Member at The Village Church
Volunteer at Communities in Schools at Rockbrook
Elementary and Durham Middle School

LISD SERVICE:
Elected to serve first term in 2018
Served on PTA Board for four different schools
Inside LISD
Facilities Advisory Committee
District Leadership Team
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
City of Highland Village Board of Ethics, 2012-2016

FUN FACT:
I wrestled as a 98-pound senior and was the first in my
family to go to college.

FUN FACT:
I was a bus driver at Texas A&M while I was a student. I had my
CDL and everything!

FAVORITE QUOTE:

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Phil. 4:6

“I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have the Holy
Spirit’s power. The die has been cast. I have stepped over the
line. The decision has been made -- I’m a disciple of his. I won’t
look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still. My past is
redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I’m
finished and done with low living, sight walking, smooth knees,
colorless dreams, tamed visions, wordly talking, cheap giving,
and dwarfed goals. In no longer need preeminence, prosperity,
position, promotions, plaudits, popularity. I don’t have to be
right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded.
I now live by faith, lean in his presence, walk by patience,
am uplifted by prayer, and I labor with power. My face is set,
my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way
rough, my companions few, my Guide reliable, my mission
clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away,
turned back, deluded, or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of
sacrifices, hesitate in the presence of the enemy, pander at the
pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.” - The
Fellowship of the Unashamed
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Finding the Right Fit

Unmatched resources bring family to Lewisville ISD
By April Cunningham

LHS Alumnus Sam Akisanmi

One of the biggest decisions a parent will
ever make is choosing the right school for
their child. A plethora of questions often run
through a parent’s mind… Are the academics
good? What are the teachers like? How about
the administration? What are the students
like? Does the school offer the extracurricular
program we’re looking for?
Regardless of what the parent is looking
for, whether it’s highly-regarded academics,
top-notch extracurricular programs or great
faculty and staff, perhaps the most important
question they wonder, “Is this the right fit for
my child?”
That question was what led the Akisanmi
family back to the Lewisville Independent
School District.
Sam Akisanmi had been attending school
outside of LISD, but his school did not offer
the resources, such as specific math, science
and technology courses, that best suited
Sam’s main interest — engineering. So, Sam’s
mother Ronke and his father Jonathan, decided
to look into sending Sam to an LISD school.
After conducting research, the family thought
Lewisville High School would be the right fit
for Sam.
“Transitioning into public school, they
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do have those resources,” Ronke said. “And,
we felt like bringing him to LISD, gave him
the exposure to those resources, which we
otherwise wouldn’t have had access to.”
She added, “The decision to transition back
to public school, specifically LISD, was one of
the best decisions we’ve ever made for Sam.
The emotional change, academic change, the
determination, the grades, the resources, it was
enormous.”
For Sam, aside from the course offerings,
he said there are several other reasons why
he preferred LHS over his previous school,
including the welcomed diversity and the
teachers who taught him.
“The teachers are actually really
professional and really smart,” Sam said. “I was
surprised how far they went to help me out in
my studies, and it really showed me that these
people actually care.”
Sam, now an LISD alum, was also
impressed by the real-world experiences he
received during his time at LHS. He even
described going to public school as being
similar to attending a college campus.
“When I came to LISD and started going

to business classes; doing business-like
things, going to Stoke (co-working space and
entrepreneur center) in Denton; and going
on field trips, finding out how people in the
business world really operate, that’s when
I truly felt like an adult,” he said. “And, it’s
incredible, the feeling of being an adult. It
changes you. It matures you. It grows you into
the person that you are going to grow up to be.”
Today, Sam and his parents are happy they
decided to look into LISD. Ronke encourages
fellow parents to research schools and find the
right fit for their child.
“There’s a lot of biased, inaccurate
information out there,” Ronke said. “And, I
think the responsibility is on every parent,
for the love of a child, you do want to do
good research. You want to look at resources,
compare an apple to an apple. See what fits
each child because I mean, all children are
different. Everyone is uniquely made different.
“Do the research, dig a little deeper. I
did that, and it’s given us so much joy and
satisfaction. I’ll forever be grateful to LISD, to
the public school system because they helped
me and our family to get our son back.”

Sam and his mother Ronke are grateful
for their experiences with LISD.
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68 Campuses | 13 Municipalities
52K Students | 6K Employees

ONE LEWISVILLE ISD
24.1

$100M+
SCHOLARSHIP
DOLLARS
EARNED

VS 20.3
LISD ACT
SCORE vs. TX
AVERAGE

13
PERFORMING
ARTS STATE
TITLES SINCE
1997

25
1159
VS 1019
LISD SAT
SCORE vs. TX
AVERAGE

ATHLETIC STATE
QUALIFIERS OR
MEDALISTS

56
NATIONAL
MERIT
FINALISTS

LEWISVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WHY LEWISVILLE ISD IS THE BEST CHOICE,
VISIT BESTSCHOOLSINTEXAS.COM.
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Focusing on the Future

Vocational training program continues to thrive
By Greg Weghorst

Focus on the Future students put life skills to work.

Ever since its creation in 2008, Lewisville
Independent School District’s Focus on the
Future (FOF) program has been changing
the lives of students, teachers and community
members alike. The positive results have
increased each year, and that trend is set to
continue for the 2019-2020 school year.
FOF, which is housed at Purnell Support
Center in Lewisville, Texas, is a vocational
training program for students with an
intellectual disability and a goal of post-high
school employment. To participate, students
must complete all credits required for high
school graduation, be at least 18 years old and
within two years of exiting the school district.
This year, FOF will provide post-secondary
transition services to approximately 45
students, ranging from 18-22 years old.
FOF is not a typical eight-hour school day
for students. It is designed around what an
adult day may look like. Students are heavily
involved in running the program’s home-grown

businesses, such as the extremely popular
Starfish Café, Starfish Coffee Shop, Starfish
Creations (clothing, crafts, deserts, etc.) and
Starfish Niche (teacher resource center). They
also volunteer in their communities, utilize
public transportation, go shopping and seek
out leisure activities.
Leading the way are four transition
teachers and 15 job coaches, who all love what
they do.
“It is priceless to watch a student grow
and mature into an adult, be accepted and
embraced by their community and have a
new sense of accomplishment after receiving
that first job and paycheck,” FOF Lead
Teacher Karrie Barnes said. “Knowing that we
are changing the lives around us – students,
families, community members and even our
own – is why we work in the LISD Focus on
the Future program.”
Last year, 16 students were successfully
employed by local businesses at the end of the

school year. Jobs included cashiers, courtesy
clerks, food line servers, grocery baggers and
guest assistants.
Barnes is proud of that success and is
excited to continue working hard to make the
number of students who meet their transition
plan increase this year, as well as many years
to come.
“The program is always evolving to best
serve the needs of our students,” Barnes said.
“We are always seeking out new business
partners and opportunities for our students
to gain additional skills and experiences. It
is all about preparing them for a successful
transition into the adult world.”
To learn more about the FOF program,
visit lisd.net/focusonthefuture.

The Loop • 13

A Touchdown Back Home

Life comes full circle for former high school football star
By April Cunningham
It was December 14, 1996 in Waco, Texas
at Floyd Casey Stadium. The Lewisville High
School Fighting Farmers had just captured
their second football state championship in
four years, defeating Converse Judson, a San
Antonio area powerhouse, 58-34. It’s a game
a lot of people remember, even today, because
the Farmers won the high-scoring game
without ever even attempting a pass.
The championship win and perfect season
electrified an already tight-knit community,
and Lewisville left its mark on Texas history as
the first team to have won both the Division I
and Division II Class 5A state titles in football.
Leading the 1996 Class 5A Division I state team
was a quarterback, a three-year letterman, by
the name of Michael Odle.
“Being able to battle with my teammates
and come away with the state’s largest
classification championship was a testament
to our coaches, team chemistry, and support
of our community,” Odle said. “I am still in
touch with many of the players on that team,
and we enjoy telling stories and reminiscing
about 1996.”
After graduating from Lewisville High
School, Odle attended college at the University
of North Texas, receiving a Bachelor of Science
in Kinesiology. He soon found himself
coaching the game he loved, starting his
coaching career in Lewisville Independent
School District as an assistant at Marcus
High School. Odle then had coaching stops at

LHS Football Coach
Michael Odle
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Michael Odle
during his time as
a student at LHS.

Barbers Hill and Coppell before coming back
to LISD, taking over as offensive coordinator
at Hebron High School for two years.
“Like most athletes I didn’t think about
the time where I wouldn’t be able to compete
anymore but as soon as those days crept up on
me I knew I wanted to be a part of the game
and to impact the lives of young athletes as my
coaches did to me,” he said.
But what makes this story so special?
In the spring of 2017, Odle’s personal
and professional lives were about to collide
in the best possible way. After the departure
of Gregg Miller that March, Lewisville High
School was without a head football coach. A
search was immediately underway, but the
storied program knew that while it wanted
to win, the team needed a leader who knew
the community and understood what it truly
meant to have “Farmer Pride.”
Pride and tradition runs deep in Lewisville
ISD. With roots dating back to the 1800s, the
district’s rich history deepens its connection
with the community. Generally speaking,
going to school in LISD means having
teachers, coaches and administration who once
attended school in the district. LISD employees
have a sense of pride and belonging — often
describing the district as a family — and have
a vested interest in the communities in which
in the district serves. Students and families are

often given the opportunity to connect with
those who helped build the district into what
it is today, like Mr. Ben Harmon and the late
Mr. Doug Killough, nearly permanent fixtures
at their respective namesake campuses.
Michael Odle during his time
Although Odle was coaching at a fellow
as a student at LHS.
LISD school, Hebron, and loved being there,
knowing his alma mater’s position was
available had him longing to come “home,”
and he knew he couldn’t let the opportunity
pass him by.
“There was no doubt that this is where I
wanted to be and was called to be,” Odle said.
“The first thing that crossed my mind when
it opened was, ‘I am ready to go back home.’”
On April 10, 2017, LISD announced
Odle as the next head football coach for the
Lewisville High School Fighting Farmers.
At the time of Odle’s hiring, Lewisville High
School Principal Jeffrey Kajs said, “Being a
product of Lewisville High School, I believe
every student can and will relate to Coach
Odle. His understanding of Farmer Pride
and the tremendous traditions will be a huge
advantage for all of LHS and Farmer athletics.
In addition to his leadership, he brings an
excitement and passion to Farmer football that
Lewisville deserves.”
Things have come full circle for Odle.
To continue reading, visit
BestSchoolsinTexas.com.
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We are offering special
s
pricing for select program
just for Lewisville ISD
teachers!

MSU Texas can help you
FINISH STRONG with online
programs for educators.
BACHELOR’S
Teacher Education: Early Childhood
through Sixth
MASTER’S
Master of Education (M.Ed.)
Curriculum and Instruction*
Educational Leadership*
Special Education
- Diagnostician Certification*
- Dyslexia Emphasis
Master of Art (M.A.)
Counseling - Clinical Mental Health
School Counseling - Clinical Mental Health*
Texas Principal Certification
*Discounted programs for Lewisville ISD teachers

Learn more about our programs and apply today at

msutexas.edu/flowermound

OTHER PROGRAMS
msUteach Alternative Teacher Certification
Dual Credit Qualification Courses

MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY
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All the Way, Abhijay

Lewisville ISD student shines in world-record spelling bee
By April Cunningham
For the most part, Abhijay Kodali is a
typical 12-year-old. Like many North Texas
preteens, he enjoys watching the Dallas
Cowboys and Dallas Mavericks, his favorite
teams, play. Kodali also likes playing video
games, hanging with his dog Zeus and reading
Harry Potter and Percy Jackson books in his
spare time. But, the past two years, Kodali
found himself catapulted into the national
spotlight for his ability to spell – very, very well.
In 2018, Kodali, then a fifth-grader at
Liberty Elementary School in Flower Mound,
Texas, placed third out of 515 spellers at the
Scripps National Spelling Bee. Although Kodali
bowed out by misspelling the word, “aalii,”
his first trip to the prestigious competition
wouldn’t be his last. In May of this year, Kodali
followed up his third-place finish with an even
more impressive feat: this time, he won.
“It was very nerve-wracking during the
competition,” he said, “but when I got it over
with, I felt relieved.”
Kodali made history at the 2019 Scripps
National Spelling Bee as he was one of eight
spellers to be crowned co-champions, the first
time a group had been declared as winners. His
winning word? Palama.
“It was a really exciting moment for our
family because our family has been invested
in spelling for a long time,” his father, Krishna
Kodali, said. “Our family first got into spelling

all the way back in 2014, so it was really
exciting to see our investment and Abhijay's
hours of hard work pay off.”
Spelling bees are a family affair for the
Kodali household. In fact, watching his older
sister, Ananya Kodali, compete and excel in
spelling bees, is what initially inspired Kodali’s
interest in spelling.
“My sister quizzed me and helped make
lists,” he said. “My dad made a Google sheet
for difficult words. I looked through Quizlets
and spelling books.”
His father added, “He is very hardworking
and single-minded toward his studies, as he
balanced his middle school homework with
spelling studies. Although he was inspired to
spell by his older sister, he took the initiative
himself in studying more and more hours as he
reached higher levels of competition.”
Advancing through local and regional
competitions is how spellers eventually earn
their way to the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
For his part, Kodali was the co-champion of
the 60th Annual Golden Chick Dallas Regional
Spelling Bee in 2018 and champion of the 61st
Annual Golden Chick Dallas Regional Spelling
Bee, punching his ticket to represent Dallas at
the national competition both years.
But one of the eligibility requirements
for the national bee? Says the national
competition, “the speller must attend a school
that is officially enrolled with the Scripps
National Spelling Bee.” Which Lewisville ISD
schools are.
“It has been really good in that it has
offered access to competitions such as the
spelling bee,” Krishna Kodali said. “We have
met spellers who have become ineligible for the
spelling bee because their districts did not offer
access to the competition, and we are fortunate
that LISD supports the academic advancement
of its students.”
Kodali, now a seventh-grader at McKamy
Middle School, said he appreciates the support
he’s received from LISD and his schools as a
spelling competitor and just as a student.

Abhijay Kodali
with his ceramic
National Spelling Bee
champion trophy.

“I enjoy going to school in LISD because the
teachers are very helpful and the environment
feels safe,” he said. “I enjoy the environment
and the teaching at McKamy. My school really
supported me, so I feel grateful. And when I
came to Liberty in fifth grade, everybody was
very welcoming. All the teachers and students
supported me, so that was nice of them.”
Although Kodali is no longer eligible
to compete in spelling competitions due to
his national championship, the best is yet to
come for the self-described “hard-working,
sometimes easily distracted” middle schooler.
A career in medicine may be in Kodali’s future.
“I would like to be a doctor, maybe a
pediatrician,” he said. “However, I am not really
sure as that will come in a long time.”
But perhaps for now, Kodali will enjoy his
remaining middle school years and will figure
out his future when it comes. As he said, he
has a little while.
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What is your teen doing this fall?

Our students are improving their
COLLEGE and SCHOLARSHIP opportunities.

Schedule a meeting with one of our directors
to personalize a plan for your teen.
KDCollegePrep.com/info

Coppell (972) 906-8825
best of

best of

READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

2019

2019

COPPELL &
LAS COLINAS

Test Prep
College Counseling

FLOWER
MOUND

Flower Mound (214) 285-3500
Additional locations in Colleyville, Frisco, and Plano

Special Events

™

Contact Us:
(972) 691-5867
3530 Grapevine Mills Blvd North
Grapevine, TX 76051
More info on our web page.
www.altitudegrapevine.com
BRAND STYLE GUIDE
™

• Birthday parties
• Friday night Friendzy
• Saturday Teen night
• Toddler Time
- Monday - Friday from 10 am - 1 pm.
- Bring your toddler (6 years old and younger)
and they can jump for just $6.95*!
- Parents can jump with their toddler during
toddler time for just $2.00!
• Gravity Aerobics
- Every Tuesday from 7-8 pm we offer a fitness
class for parents.

April 11, 2012

The Loop • 19

A NOTE HOME FROM: your school nurse

Dear Parents,
As we get back into the swing of a new school year, here
are some friendly health reminders:
1. We will contact you every time your child is seen and
treated.
2. Mirror good coughing/sneezing behavior; use your elbow, not
your hands.
3. Texas state law considers 100 degrees a fever and
children must stay home until fever-free for 24 hours, without
the use of fever-reducing medications.
4. Prioritize a good night’s sleep and getting plenty of rest.
5. Leave an extra set of clothes at school, in case of an
accident (or pesky mud puddle).
6. ALL students can carry emergency medications, you just
need to fill out the proper forms with your nurse.
7. Teach your child to properly wash their hands and remind
them to keep hands away from their faces.
8. Keep your emergency contact information up-to-date.
9. We follow communicable disease guidelines developed by
federal and state public health officials.
10. Come meet us and chat about any questions you have.
We are here to serve!
Sincerely,
Your School Nurse
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Lewisville ISD provides a registered nurse at each of our campuses.
With the care of a medical professional and the heart of an educator,
our school nurses ensure a healthy child is an engaged and learning student .

Elective Course Sparks
New Passion

School district’s offerings change student’s career dreams
By April Cunningham

Ashley Baltmanis with TECC-E
Automotive Technology Teacher
Doug Emery
These days educational expectations tend
to follow a certain route: preschool, elementary,
middle school, high school and then college. In
the Lewisville Independent School District, the
promise to students is to equip them with the
tools necessary to enjoy thriving, productive
lives in a future they create, whether a student’s
path after high school graduation is college or
entry into the global marketplace.
Meet Ashley Baltmanis. When Ashley
entered her senior year at Flower Mound High
School, she seemed to have her post-high
school plans all figured out. After all, her dream
since kindergarten was to be a doctor. She was
going to follow in her parents’ footsteps and
attend Texas A&M University, majoring in
biomedical sciences before heading to medical
school. Ashley graduated from Flower Mound
High School in June 2018, but she didn’t enroll
in Texas A&M that fall. Instead, Ashley became
Park Place Mercedes-Benz dealership’s first
technician to be hired at the age of 18 and the
first-ever to be hired right out of high school as
a technician trainee. And, in May 2019, Ashley
graduated top of her class from the prestigious
Mercedes-Benz DRIVE program.
But how did this even happen?
It all started thanks to a couple automotive
technology classes at LISD’s Career Center

East, now known as Technology, Exploration
and Career Center East (TECC-E) in
Lewisville, Texas.
“When I first got my learner’s permit
and drove for the first time, I realized I knew
nothing about a car,” Ashley said. “So, I took
my mom’s laptop into the garage, and started
looking up all the different parts of a car for
hours, and thought it was absolutely amazing
how cars work. My dad taught me years before
how to ride dirt bikes and the importance of
taking care of your vehicles, so I had always
been around that.”
The interest in cars had been there, but
when Ashley filled out her schedule for senior
year, she selected Auto Tech I and Health
Science. Auto Tech I ended up being her
first semester course, and after falling in love
with the program, she decided against taking
Heath Science and instead enrolled in Auto
Tech II for the second semester. She described
her experience in TECC-E’s automotive
technology program as “incredible.”
“I came into the program wanting to learn
the basics of a car, so when I would take it to a
repair shop, I would know if they were trying to
rip me off,” Ashley said. “Mr. Emery, who was
my teacher for Auto Tech I, was the person who
made me want to keep doing this. Everything
from the stories he would tell us from when he
would work at the dealership to how he built
and encouraged my passion to pursue this
career path.
“Mr. Sutton was my teacher for Auto Tech
II, and I have him to thank for getting me my
job interview with Mercedes-Benz. I originally
wanted to go to Waco for the Lexus training
program, T-Ten at TSTC, Texas State Technical
College. After my interview, Mercedes called
him that day and said they wanted another
interview. He went with me to the dealership
the next day where they offered me a job that

changed my life.”
Ashley’s dreams changed because of the
TECC-E automotive technology program, and
she wouldn’t have it any other way.
“All through high school I was taking AP
(Advanced Placement) classes, and never really
gave myself a break to think about what would
make me happy,” Ashley said. “I loved school,
but the second semester of senior year, I
thought, ‘Do I really want to do this for another
six or eight years before I am happy where I’m
at?’ When I really thought about it and talked
with my parents, I poured myself into the
automotive field. I was taking every learning
opportunity available to me because this was
something that I knew I could be happy doing.
And I am, I love every moment of it.”
Initially, the Baltmanis family felt wary
about Ashley’s decision to, for the time being,
forgo college and pursue an automotive career.
Both her parents received their undergraduate
degrees from Texas A&M and her mother
Beth also earned her master’s degree from the
university. Generally speaking, it would make
sense for Ashley to follow the same path as her
parents, but she broke the mold.
To continue reading, visit
BestSchoolsinTexas.com.

Baltmanis and her parents
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School’s in Session

On Aug. 13, Lewisville ISD welcomed back more than
50,000 students for the 2019-20 school year.
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Twin Coves Park & Campground
Plan a stay-cation in the recently renovated and picturesque Twin Coves
Park in Flower Mound! The park boasts 19 furnished cabins and 22 RV
slips, in addition to a variety of other amenities including a small craft
launch boat ramp, and much more.
Families and can enjoy a variety of new features including office/camp
store, playground, two large pavilions, grass volleyball court, horseshoes
and washer game sets, four-hole disc golf course, nature trails, and a lake
overlook area with a fire pit and seating. Online reservations for both
cabin and RV site rentals is now open through the park website.
5001 Wichita Trail, Flower Mound, TX 75022
twincoves@flower-mound.com
972.874.6399
www.twincovespark.com

Looking for an SUV?
Bobby Beck’s Lewisville Volkswagen
893 South Stemmons
Lewisville, TX 75067
Sales: 888-585-4399
Service: 888-783-5594
Parts: 972-538-0551
www.lewisvillevw.com

Family Owned and Operated. Easy to Buy and Service with us. No Pressure Environment.
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Navigate the Maze of Senior
Housing with my FREE SERVICE.
Independent Living, Assisted
Living, Memory Care &
Residential Care Homes in
Dallas/Fort Worth.

Call Lori Williams at

214.783.1222 to

find the right home for
you or your loved one.

loriwilliams-seniorservices.com
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Make your ad move.
We’re connecting schools, families and businesses. Our online publication
reaches more people in the area you do business in... and we travel with
them. If you would like to see your ad in this publication, let’s talk.
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214.728.8349 | schoolandfamilymagazine.com
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#1 Furniture and
Mattress Store
in the USA!

exclusive
exclusive
exclusive
exclusive

R E TA I L E R I N N O R T H A M E R I C A
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For current promotions, locations and
hours visit us at TexasAshley.com

