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Welcome Back Shadow Ridge Panthers and Parents,

| want to welcome you all to another school year. Our kids are growing up fast and these middle school
years are important times often influencing their success in high school and beyond. Congratulations to all
SRMS students and staff who have worked hard to give our school the exemplary rating two years straight!
We have a lot to be proud of.

I am very excited about what your PTA has planned for this year. We have an active PTA and the school
is so appreciative of our efforts. Not only does 100% of our staff join PTA, but with over 700 members, we
have achieved 100% membership every year (meaning at least one member per student), we work hand in
hand with the teachers and staff to provide programs and resources that directly benefits our school. We
are proud to introduce the establishment of a scholarship fund offering scholarships to graduating Flower
Mound High School students who have attended SRMS. We have also set aside $5000 for curriculum
enhancement grants that the teachers and staff at Shadow Ridge can apply for.

This issue of our newsletter will provide important information for the upcoming year. We hope you will find
it helpful in making preparations for the start of school. Be sure to mark your calendar with dates and
times of upcoming events. Future newsletters and announcements will be sent out via e-mail and
available on the PTA website www.shadowridgepta.org . Be sure to sign up for the e-mail newsletters
using the green form included in the orientation packet sent to you.

Orientation will be held Friday, August 17th in the main gym at Shadow Ridge. For your convenience, we
just mailed out the forms so you can fill them out ahead of time. Please bring cash or check. School
supplies, lockers shelves, blnders Spirit Wear, and PTA memberships WI|| be available for purchase during
your child’s orlentatlon time. 8" grade students will report at 8:30am. 7" grade students will report at
10:30am. 6" grade students and parents will attend Cub Camp beglnnmg at 1:30pm. PE uniforms that
you pre-ordered for boys and girls will be available for pick up. The 7" & 8" grade athletics students will
not get their uniforms until school/practices start. This is a great time to walk the halls, try out your locker
combination and familiarize yourself with where your classes will be.

The middle school years present stresses and challenges that impact our students more than we
sometimes realize. National studies have shown that students whose parents play an active role in their
child’s education are far more successful. We encourage you to get involved with SRMS PTA. Whether
you have PTA experience at the elementary school level or have been waiting for just the right time to
become involved, here is your chance. First, we encourage you to join PTA. The cost is $8 per adult
(parent, guardian, grandparent, etc). Then, we encourage you to volunteer. Pick something you like to do.
You can chaperone school dances or field trips, work the book fair, help in the library, make or purchase
food for teacher luncheons, help proofread the directory, donate supplies for teacher appreciation gifts,
help teachers make copies, etc. Even if you can only help for 1 hour, it makes a difference. Please fill out
the pink volunteer form and drop it off at orientation.

I invite you to call or e-mail me if you have any questions about the SRMS PTA, how you can become
more involved or if you have ideas you want to share. We are all here for the same reason — to support the
students, staff and each other.

| am looking forward to another great year at Shadow Ridge!

Michelle McDaniel

SRMS PTA President
2007-2008
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Shadow Ridge Middle School
PTA Board Members
2007-2008

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Parliamentarian
Historian

Council Delegate
Council Delegate

Principal

Michelle McDaniel
**OPEN***
Barbara Cooper
Sue Decker

Nancy Owens
Linda Magee

Debbie Booher
Sandra Park

Gary Goldsmith

Standing Committee Chairs

Book Fair
Budget/Finance
Dances
Hospitality
Membership
Programs
Publicity

School Support
Spirit Wear
Volunteers
Teacher Liaison

Maria Gonzalez
Norma Collis
Stacie Noll

Lori Watson
Beth Miller
**OPEN**
Michael Clifton
**OPEN**

Jill Hession
Carman Tidmore
Kathy Bettis

Special Committee Chairs

Arts in Education
Destination Imagination
Directory

School Supplies

PTA Website
Community Service

**OPEN**
Cheryl O'Brien
Cheryl Jordan
Kathy Bettis
David Bailey
**OPEN**

Please contact Michelle McDaniel

at 972-906-7221 or

michellemcdaniel@verizon.net if you are
interested in any of the above OPEN

positions.
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Principal Matters

Welcome Back! | hope you enjoyed your extra long summer.
This year the last day of school will be on June 5. This late date
is due to the state mandated August 27" starting date. By law,
we have to be in attendance 180 days. We are eagerly awaiting
the first day of school. | am so pleased with our Exemplary
Rating again for this year. Our students and teachers are
wonderful. Thank you for all your support.

SPINKS ROAD IMPROVEMENT UPDATE

The improvements on Spinks Road have started. Mr. Clifton and
I met with the city engineers last Monday morning to discuss the
details for the road diversion. Road construction around Shadow
Ridge and Bluebonnet with continue with a proposed completion
date of October 8". After meeting with the engineers, the best
option is to temporarily change Spinks to a two-lane road as it
has been for most of the summer. The main area affected will be
the street and parking lots at Bluebonnet. To manage traffic flow,
left turns off of Spinks into the Bluebonnet parking lots will NOT
BE ALLOWED DURING SCHOOL ZONE HOURS. If you can
keep from traveling west bound on Spinks in front of Bluebonnet
during peek times, it will help keep traffic from backing up at the
elementary school. Peek times for the elementary school are
7:40 am — 8:20 am and in the afternoon from 2:45-3:15. If you
attempt to travel west on Spinks Road during these times, expect
delays passing Bluebonnet. Keep this in mind and adjust our
travel schedules. Thank you in advance for your help and
cooperation during this road construction. When the construction
is complete, we will all enjoy the results. We will update you
more with additional information is available.

Thank you,
Gary L. Goldsmith

Dates to Remember:
August 13-16New Student Registration 9-11 and 1-3

August 17th Cub Camp & Orientation
8" Grade — 8:30 am
7" Grade — 10:30 am
6" Grade — 1-30 pm

August 27th  FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!




PTA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
2007-2008

The number-one reason to join the Parent
Teacher Association is to benefit your
child. In doing so, you also help your
school. However, there are many more
advantages. Here are just a few:

Get Connected. There is no better way to
know what's happening in your school.

Discover Great Resources. The PTA
offers a variety of programs designed for
parents as well as students.

Tap into a Network. Parenting is not
easy—it helps to share ideas, concerns
and experiences with other parents and
educators in the community. PTA functions
are opportunities to meet other parents and
teachers, building rapport and discussing
issues that are on your mind.

Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering
with your PTA, you gain valuable
experiences. It's an opportunity to put your
skills and hobbies to good use for a good
cause—your child and all children in the
community.

Speak Up. Because the PTA is a forum
for exchanging ideas, you are encouraged
to make suggestions. PTA can be a way
for you to more effectively suggest change
at your child’s school.

Witness Improvement. By getting
involved at your child’s school you'll be part
of the solution, helping make positive
changes. Local PTAs play an important
role in fundraising to provide building
improvements, curriculum-based
programs, and social events—all vital to a
school’s success.

Be a Role Model. By becoming a PTA
member, you'll be demonstrating to your
child the importance you place on
education.

Reprinted with permission from
Texas PTA www.pta.org

Sign up at Orientation on August
17"

HOSPITALITY NEWS

The Hospitality committee needs you! You can volunteer to be a part of the committee
and receive emails when we need help. Each time you get to choose how you want to
help. We are very fortunate at Shadow Ridge to have a great group of parents to work
with. Please let me know if you want to be involved.

Immediate Need : The Friday before school starts the PTA will host a luncheon for
the teachers. The first day of school we will host an ice cream social, so they can “get
the scoop” on their fellow teacher's first day. We'll need the following items in order to
make these events a success.

Need by Friday August 24" 10:00 am:

Disposable Bowls (100)
Disposable Dessert Plates (100)
Paper Napkins (200)

Large Fruit Tray

Deviled Eggs — 4 dozen
Desserts (homemade or store bought) - 8 items

Disposable Plates (100)
Disposable Cups (100)

Need by Monday August 27" 3:00 pm:

M & M's (21 oz bag) —3 bags

Chocolate syrup (24 0z) — 2 containers
container

Whipped topping (6.5 0z) — 2 containers
Nuts (chopped, 16 0z) - 1 package

Ice cream - large size (1 gal) - 4 containers
Root beer — (2 — liter) — 2 bottles

Coke — (2-liter) — 2 bottles

Crystal Light - 4 containers
Butterscotch syrup (24 0z)- 1

Oreo cookies (18 0z) — 1 bag

Stocking Up : If you have something you bought (or were given) and cannot use (i.e.
books, lotions, candles, etc) we would gladly use it for drawings or during gift giving
times (Holiday or Teacher Appreciation week). Please let me know if you have
something to donate in this area. Once school starts you can leave items in the school
office for me or you can bring them to orientation in a bag labeled with my name.

All Bakers (or those who can buy something at the grocery store!)

Birthday Cake: We would like to have a cake for the staff every month to celebrate those
months’ birthdays. If you are able to help, please let me know what month - August -
May. The cake will be served mid month.

Pie: Can you bake or buy a pie or two for the staff? | would like to give a pie to each
faculty and staff member in November, so | need a lot of help.

I'm looking forward to working with all of you as well as the faculty and staff at Shadow
Ridge. Come by the volunteer table during registration to sign up to help with hospitality
or contact me through email or a phone call. We have an exciting year ahead of us.
Come join the fun!!

Lori Watson (le.watson@verizon.net OR 214-724-7241)

SHADOW RIDGE
SCHOOL INFORMATION

Shadow Ridge Middle School
2050 Aberdeen Drive

Flower Mound, TX 75028
Office 469-713-5984

Fax 972-350-1550

School Website:
www.lisd.net/schools/shadow




PANTHERS PANTHERS PANTHERS!
2007-2008

What? Show your Panther Pride!!!!

How? Purchase your Spirit Wear T-shirt
When? Orientation Day

Cost? $12.00 per shirt

Color? Navy with Gray and White Logo

Sizes Available? Youth Medium to Adult XXXL

Hoodies, hats and visors will also be available.
Sweatshirts and car decals will be available for
preorder. Show your Panther Pride and plan on
picking up your t-shirt at Orientation!

For questions, or to help with SRMS Spirit-Wear,
contact Jill Hession @ (972) 691-9385.

EXCITING
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY!

e

Are you looking for a way to volunteer, but feel
you are too busy? Here is the perfect
opportunity! We still have openings on the
Shadow Ridge Student Directory Committee. It
is a fun and very short-term commitment. Some
of the volunteer opportunities include:

Proofreading

Collating

Advertisement solicitation
Distribution

If you would like to find out more about this
volunteer opportunity, please contact Robin
Bailey at 972-539-4479 or

robin.baileyl @comcast.net.

Being a Shadow Ridge Middle School volunteer is good
for the school and your student, but it benefits you too !!
Work a few hours a week...be part of a special project...
serve on a committee...donate items needed... the
choices are many, the rewards are many times more.

Make new friends
Get to know school staff
Dust off those rusty talents
Take on leadership roles
Learn a new skill
Set an example for your kids
Work with others toward a common goal
Gain a new perspective
Have fun
Please fill out the pink volunteer form at orientation.

Good Bye Note
from Last Years PTA President

Dear Shadow Ridge Families,

It has been so great getting to know all of you in the Shadow Ridge
Family! The Luce Family is moving to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
before the new school year starts. We are going to be closer to our
families and home with this newest adventure.

Your SRMS PTA is already working hard to make the 2007-2008 the
best year yet, under the great leadership of Michelle McDaniel.
Please join me in welcoming her as she steps up to fulfill the duties of
the President’s position.

Our next school has big shoes to fill, as this school has one of the
best teams of faculty, staff and parents that | have ever seen. We will
miss all of you here in Flower Mound and wish you all the best in your
future endeavors!! GO PANTHERS!!!

Kind regards,
Julie Luce




Middle School: What's Different?

At first, middle school may seem like a
mysterious place full of strangers and
surprises. Here are some of the most
common changes you'll be facing:

More Work!

Teachers in middle school often view their
students as young adults. This means that
your assignments and tests will be more
challenging. In addition to your nightly dose
of homework, you may also have papers and
exams for the first time. The workload may
seem overwhelming, but your teachers will
most likely understand that you and your
classmates are making an adjustment. If you
feel that they don't understand this and
you're having trouble with the amount of
work expected of you, make sure you bring it
up with a parent or school counselor.

The A-B-C's

Back in elementary school, your teachers
may have graded you with marks like "check
plus," "excellent," or a number scale. Now
that you're in middle school, chances are
that you'll be graded with the letter system:
A, B, C, D, or F. There are also in-between
grades like "A-", "C+," etc. This system may
feel more competitive, and you might find
yourself and your classmates comparing
grades. Remember that your grades are
your own business, and if sharing them
makes it seem like you're in some kind of
contest with other students, or generally
makes you feel bad about how you're doing,
keep them to yourself. Also, remember to
talk to your teacher, parent, or school
counselor if you feel you're being graded
unfairly.

The Big Lock-Up

Most likely, the hallways of your middle
school are lined with lockers, and one of
them will be your very own "home base"
during the day. Instead of lugging your stuff
around in one bag, or stashing itin a
classroom desk or cubby, you now have a
place to store everything safely. The best
part about your locker: being able to
decorate it with photos, drawings, magazine
clippings, and anything else that makes it
feel like you. The worst part? Sometimes,
students end up with a locker next to
somebody who picks on them. Most schools
will let you switch lockers if this, or anything
else about your locker location, gets to be a
problem.

Good-bye Recess

In elementary school, recess was probably
your favorite part of the day, right? So how
will you survive without it? You'll most likely
have a lunch period, "study hall," or "nutrition
period" to relax or work on some class
assignments with friends.

Continued from column 1......

Library Heaven!

Chances are, your middle school library is
bigger and better than the one at your old
school. Many middle school libraries have
more than just books -- they might also
have computers, video stations, and other
forms of media to help you learn. They're
great locations for doing homework,
studying for tests, and gathering research
for papers.

On Schedule

A different class, in a different room, every
hour? Different classes on different days?
Yikes! No doubt about it: the middle school
"class schedule" can seem pretty hairy at
first. You'll probably have it down in no
time, but new buildings and new routines
are confusing for everyone. If you have
trouble finding something, or keeping track
of where you have to be, speak up! Your
teachers, counselors, and other school
staff are there to help.

Extra-Curriculars
Here's one of the best parts about middle
school: the chance to get involved in after-
school sports, clubs, and activities. From
football to field hockey, from drama club to
school yearbook, these "extra-curriculars"
are a great way to make friends, explore
new interests, and, of course, have lots of
fun.

Reprinted with permission from

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife

Would you like to submit an article
to the Panther Press? You can
email your submission Michael
Clifton at miclifton@verizon.net.
Please make note of the following
criteria for submitting an item to the
Panther Press.

All submissions must be in a
word .doc file format

All submissions must be black
and white. We cannot do color
copying. This also includes
any clip art or word art.

Please make your clip art/ word
art separate from the main
wording of your submission.
This helps if we need to resize
something.

All submissions are subject to
review, editing, reformatting,
and approval by the PTA
President and Newsletter
Editor.

Any submission not meeting the
above criteria cannot be included in
the Panther Press. Call Michael
Clifton at 972-355-5169 with
questions.




